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Being the ſurn of ſeveral SERMONS 
Preached lately by Fames Sioeng, M.A. 
and Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


”Y 62 F w——__ 

| Nulbum eſt peccatung, quod fi non fecerim tu fil 
ciftt, fi abſtinuerim, tu juſſilti, & quod tibi 
trediderim, gratiam tu infundiſti. Auguſt. 
Lib. Soliloquiorum, Cap. 15. 


Teſus the Author and finiſher of our faith, Heb. 
I2. 2, | 
' That no fleſh ſhould glory in bls preſ-nce 5 But 
let bim chat glorieth glory in tbe Lord, 
- I Cor. 1; ult; 
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LONDON: 


Printed by A. M. for Edward Brereſter at the 
Grene in Panls-Church-Lard, 1675« 


| To «the Religious Mrs. Mary 
|" peke of W bitelackington, che 
Author wiſheth a confluence 
of - Spiritual. bleſſings, in-. our: 
dear: Lord Jeſus. 


MADAM, | 
| Heſe few notes following were 
* on but with. an ordinary 


ntention, but thorow Di-+ 


| =» vine mercy, both with- your 
| ſelf and others found more than ordi- 

nary reception ; ſo oftimes I have ob- 
| ſerved when there ii leait of mans 
' Trength, there is moſt of Gods. Many 
| have been too wije, and too mighty to 

do Gods work 5 but never any too fdo- 
| liſh or too weak that bave beer iniploy- 
; ed by him. The Word is that ſpiritual 
| [mord wherewzth God wounds the hearts 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 
of his enemies; » but -as Scanderbeg's 
Sword could do nothing without Scan- 
derbeg's Arms; no morecan NE. 


unleſs it be weilded by the arm of Omni- 
| potency. The reaſon why men do not be- 

lizve\dur refiabt, is) :betanſe the\armcof 
thPLord is not revealed," las 3.1. Swre 
I.oqpe neqſor to hopes that that day | 
when we diſcaur 4 of Gods opening | 


_ — 


LyMaY; there were 'many other htirts 
opened alſs. My Nates which were 'dle- 
fired by your ſelf, and ſeveral others, T | 
could not ſo eably do by: tra | 


have ſlept in darkneſs, as many | 
EAT) þ have, had not the more than 
ordinary ſucceſs wherewith God atten-" 
ded it in preaching, provoked me to. 
this ſervice. | 
' Minifters are by Chrift called ſpi- 
ritual Fiſhers; a buſte imployment, full 
ef toyl and. danger, ſith the place of 
hoy n #08 a ſballow Fream, but 4 * 
raging 8d tumnltyows ſea, in which! 
gfter we h.ye tired our ſelves, and ſpent | 
OWUD : 


oe 


qe 
46 | pr ſe Ded yr 


ouy 'Brength, . nothing ya brekk; our” 
hearts as this, that MY akon all nj by: | 
ind cat Top '- But Oh 3f at Taff we' 

caſt out 3Þe Net, and intloſe 4 multitude, 
'tis no. wonder we ave\not able to bear 
; | 4 own Joy, being aſtoniſhed as Peter, 

| WE excuſe my boldvieſs in "pres 
| fixing your Name to this ſmall Maiual.. 


4nd indeed I had not had confidente, 
but that T preſunte you hive with that 
|  otherMary ſate too long at Chriſts feet, 
| to be\aſhamed of chrift Truth, What 
| inword comforts ſoever God hath giver 

you by your conſtant ant diligent at- 
tendanice on his Worſhi oe give God the 
| glory; a dram of that [weetneſs that 
| flows from the os 7g " allay 

the bitterneſs of thoſe Mara-like wa- 
fers wherewith God drenches bis deave 
Servants. For our part whom God bath 
.| intruſied with the Myſteries of the Go<« J 
| ſpet, though we are on every ſode op- 

preſs, yet tis mercy we are mot 

l ts aider all #7; th bardſhips Ree 
i have get cauſe to bleſs God, _ bath 
ti wot taken the Word of Truth utterly: 
> 


out 


LAI Lo PARA LAVUUILATOUL 
ext of our moyth, He never well under- 
oudolo ms a Miniſter was, 
that thinks Srange-of any. / eve fn 
the (erwice of CLrijh, It would well be- 
come @ Miniſters. zrouth what Pompey 
once replied to the Mariners, who diſ- 
fwaded him ffom ſailing in a ſtorm, 
when he was imployed for bringing pro- 
aiten.te Rome, wrder « fritt Srege 
Xx pecellacy chat Rome, be reheved, 
bux "tis, got neceſſary that we, ould 
live, . Swre't1s vectſſery that eas 33 
39\ vl ys Os WH | TALK 4 
ſheep be fed, but 'tis not neceſſary that 
we ſhould live. »-*3% 49> 
ule ſubje@ of, theſe few tgpers js of 
incomparable weight... The more 1 know 
ay. own beart audits deceits, the more 
Jealgme T am. of others : 0h what @ wily 
enemy do we carry in our own boſams ! 
How many treacherons reaches hath it ta 
rain aur peers ſou 7 Simon Ma- 
gus. ſremed zeqlouſly to dere the Spi- 
rit, and would have bought it at a 
great price ; but this poyſoned his Re- 
ligion, that his heart was net right in 
the fight of God. Ah what fiint and 
Jhigid ſervices do we bring befaxe Gal, 
| —*. while 


— 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
while we ſerve him with our monthsg 
and honour him with our lips, but re- 
move our keart far ſfom him £ Tis true 
till the heart be renewed, God will bare 
one of it but when once *tis renewed, 
it makes every thing elſe to be accepted. 
'Tis the ſame to all other ſervices that 
Benjamin was to bis Brethren,and there 
is no ſeeing Gods face without it. 06 
kow ſad were it, if at laſt we ſhould 
ſpoil all our ſervices and ſufſerings by 
doing good duties with bad hearts. For 
preventing wkich danger we have caxſe 
10 bleſs God for the labours of many e- 
gregions ſervants of his, who _—_ 
the Church a rich treaſury of inſtrudti 

ons, into which if by cafting my mite I 
may in any meaſure ſerve the Lord Je- 
ſus and his People, "tis more than ſafji- 
cient recompence to him, who ſubſcribes 


himpelf, 
Yours, 


in the ſervice of the 


Goſpel, F. S. 


OTTER 


pt Att. 16, 14. 
' And 4 certain woman named Lydia, a 
feller of Purple, of the City of Thyati- 
ra, which worſhipped God, beard as : 
whoſe. heart tht Lord opened that fhe 
attended to the things which Paul 


Jp «ke. 

( have m44«; Chriſts, the 

4 Records of the Ads 

fy of Chriſt, while he was 

+ I converſant on the 
Bn Earth; ſo in this Book 
we have 4gdtus Apoſtolornam:, the Als 
of the Apoltles, In which Hiſtory we 
have 4 lively repreſentation, of the 
ſtate of the Church, while ſhe was 
| young and in her Cradle, her mcreaſe 
| and growth;what was the Dodrine of 
| the Apoltles, with what holy boldneſs 
* B they 


$ 10 the-Evangeliſts we 


they 
thouſod troubles and torments 3 here 
we may read what was the fruit of the 
Goſpel, and how it got growth inthe 
world in deſpight of all oppoſitions 
as alſo what is the difference between 
true Doctrine and falſe, with what ma- 
lice and ſubtilty falſe Apoſtles oppoſe 
the true,what reſt and breathings God 
gave his Church, and never was-wan- 
tiog for her proteQtion and preſerva- 
t10n. | 
This Hiſtory by the conſent of. all 
bears date from the Aſcenſion of Chriſt 


unto the firſt year of Pax/'s coming to |} 


Rome,which was the ſpace of twenty- 


three years, 10 which we have a clear} 


proof of the exact performance of all 
the Promiſes Chriit made his Apoſtles 
as of ſending them his Spirit, induing 


them with power from on high, the! 


calling of the Gentiles, &-e. But not 
to carry you back further than is need- 
ful , we read wer. 9. of this Chapter, 
that Paz/ by the Miniſtry of an'Angel 


reached Chriſt ia the midſt of a | 


is called to Macedonia. A Vifjon ap-\ 
peared to Pawl int the night, there ſiood a; 
mani 


S $=& SS AaAALO. 


" Ridn of Macedonia and prayed him, ſay- 


| have of your Protection. 


ing; Come into Macedonie and-belp ws, 
here by the way we may; note, that 
Miniſters, how meanly ſoever:eſteemed 
in the world, arethoſe by wham'God 
belps his periſhing people. This: title 
the-Apoſtle owns, a helper okbis.peo- 
ples-joy, 2 Cor. 1.:24, Thoſe that.can- 
not help themſelves ſometimes, can'yet 

-others,poor:themſclves, yetirhake 
many 'rich. L#ther:: boldly ;40Jd:i.the 
Prince of $:xony(S8cire te velin, Oc.) 
I would have your Highneſs know you 
have more need of my Prayers 'than;l 


"I 


Well, now: it: appears indeed-that: 


Chriſt by bis death;batb pulled down: 


the wall of partition between Jew and 
Gentile, and that' God 'hath;put'.no 
diflerence between us and them 5i'for 
what was Macedonis at this time when * 
Paxl was.called topreath Chiiſtthere, 


bur a maſs and mixture of Ignorance 


and Atheiſm, as we:ahd other Gentiles 
were without God, without Chriſt,and 

without hope, "Eph. 2. 12: 
Being come to Macedonia he begun 
S-2-. rQ 


ſ 


$ 
to preach at Philipps,: ver. 12. ahd his 
2 — on 
for higaadi were only a few-poor 
Ware cho Guatter or 
excallemly notes; how -God exerciſes 
the faith Ind conftancy of his Servants. 
Puvles' vocuten per -Angelum : puttaret 
aliquis dtenes ei — venturas,!| ary 
Pal" was called: by: .2h. Angel, - who 
woutd*: mat have: thought , thar-the 
whole-Tountry would __ flocked to 
hearfuch a Prexchef)?: -But alas Pani's 
' fall him,onot one man came'to 
hear "dhe greit Apoſtle, only-rafew 


poor Women, and: among theſe Ged | 


tinglevwur one; ad wvrks her' wþ'For 
therop, >o. 16. cerfain. Woman. mary 
alla; ><. 
Wehave here then he Hiſtavy: 6f 
Lylia's Converſions and: here AY 


have; -// 


T.' The Apoſtle preaching... 


_ 2: &'weak Woman hearitig<: 
- G6 The great G God bleſſing the Ser- 
man. 
Or we have, 7." The perſon Cons 
veSud, hon is ſeveral ways deſcribed. ! | 
I. By 
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$} 
her Name: to cngbemy the 
or the-ſtorys ' 

2. By her Sex. a Woes 4 ; that Sex | 
by which fin entered into the world. 

3. By her imployment ; a ſeller of 
Purple z a trade (asohe obſeryen) ſer- 
ving not ſo mach for neceſlity as for 
pride. 

4. By the place of her abode 3 3 a 
ſtranger, one of Thyatirs a; City of 
=_ all theſe. difliculties Gad breaks 

rough z humane improbabilities are 
no prejudice to Qmnipoteney.Though 
vohen by nature likethe Prodigal,are 


. run into a far Country, yet our Hea-» 


venly Father cam eaſily bringuſhome. 
"5; She's deſcribed by her Religion, 
ſhewas rofaubry '7dy date, Woffbipper of 
God: ' A' Gentile the was , yet' ſame 
dark notions ſhe had of Gad, which 


| ſhe gor-either by the light of. nature, 


or by tradition from her fore-fathers, 
orſome familiar acquaintance'with the 
Jews, ſuch another'as Cornelizs was, 


48. 10. But whatever dark. apprehen- 


lions ſhe had of God, yet (he « fell-far 


: _ of a Chriſtian, for till the heart 


B 3 be 


be made good ground and purified by 


Faith, 'ris impoſſible it can bear cons : 


fruit; 


ver 
I.  Paxl Pina 
dis heard the Word. 


2. od makes the Word effeCtual, | 


he opens her heart. 

'Tis this latter ba of the verſe that 
I deſign for the ſubje&t of my diſcourſe, 
viz, the means of b dia's onverſion, 
God opened the heh of Lydia, tc: . 

The firſt thing that I ſhall note is 
this : 
DoQ.1. That "tis" Gods work to open 
- mans heart. God may and doth uſe 1n- 
feriour ficans to knoek, but none can 
open but himſelf. Gods word in Scrip- 
ture is called a hammer, Fer. 23. 29s 


With this God beats and knocks at the * 


door of our hearts, but no heart opens, 
unleſs it be held in the band of his own 
Spirit; hence 1s that complaint of the 
Prophet, 1a.53.1- Lord, who bath be- 
lieved our report, and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord þ:ex revealed/No hy. 

| ex 


y 1 We have the means of. her Cone 


aailwo .Dq0O A—_ 


g 7 * 

der that men believe: aot the report of 
the Goſpel,. whilſt God doth not pue 
forth or make bare his own arm. 

But for methods ſake, in profecu- 
ting the Conclafion,l ſhall obſerve this 
order, 

7. I ſhall ſhew what's meant by the 

heart. 

2. What 'tis toopen the heart. 

3. I ſhall prove that *tis Gods work 

to open the heart. 

4- Shew why God opens the heart, 

5. Anſwer an Obje&ion, 

6. Laſtly, come to Application. 

I. Then let us enquire what is meant 
by the heart; and here to paſs by the 
various lignifications of the Word in 
Scripture, 'by heart here we are to un- 
derſtand the ratiqual Soul, with the 
 facultiesand affeQtions which are there» 
io; for as the heart is the fountain of 
Natural life, fo 'tis of Spiritual, This 
is the womb wherein Chriſt is firſt for- 
med : ſee Roz. 10. 10. For with the 
beart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, - 
Oc. Here faith is ſeated, here its born 
and breaths its facſt breath, AG. 8. 37. 

B 4 Philip 


Prayer of the Apoſtle for his Epheſpans, 
chap. 3.17. where he 1s upon 4 


dwell in their bearts by faith. 


3. Let us inquire what *tis to open | 


the heart. In ſhort, to open the heart 
isto convert a ſoul, or to turn a finner 
from the power of darkneſs unto God, 
The word in the Original, that is here 


uſed,ſignifies properly to open a door; | 
Now our hearts in Scripture as they 


are uſually called doors, fo by nature 
they are all ſhut, and that under three 
ſeveral locks, and God in our Con- 
verſion dpens them all. 

There is one lock-or bar of igno- 
ranve; and this is Gods firſt work to 
open our underſtanding: by nature we 


are very darkneſs it ſelf, Fpbeſ. 5.8. | 


Like that poor man born fpititually 
blind; thick cataraQs there are upon 
all our eyes, unleſs God touch them 
with the hand of his Grace, and ſay, 
Epbpbats, be opened. Now ar the firſt 


Crea- 


Philip tothe Eunuch, if thow believ ft 
with al thine beart, thou maiſt be b a=! 
tized, There is no leſs in that zealous” 


nees* 
to the God of Heaven, that Chriſt ay 


Ho 
eteature thnCod madein the firſt Cre- 
ation was Light, Gen.'1. ſo 'tis in-the 
ew Creation he commands light to 
ſhine" out of darkneſfs.: Oh the” ptols 
and rude hotions' and apprehentions 
that we have by nature of the molt 
_ fundamental Truths of 'the Goſpel f 
How hardly are we perſwaded that b 
nature we are in the pall of bitterneſs, 
and in'the bonds of iniquity ? tell a 
r ſitmer that he is the ſervant of ſin, 
het reply as the Jews, he was pever in. 
bondage to any man:How hardly were 
the” Diſciples themſelves perſwaded 
that Chriſts Kingdom was any other 
than an earthly Kingdom! With what 
difficulty were they brought to believe 
that their Lord and Maſter was riſen? 
nor had they at laſt, had not Chriſt him- 
felf opened their underſtandings, that 
they might underſtand the Scriptures, 
Luk: 24. 45. O rich metcy ! O Divine 
work | The Preacher tells us, *7&" #+ 
good thing for the eyes to ſee the light; 
Whar a mercy is it then when Chriſt 
opens blind eyes to ſee the wonderful 
things contained in his Law, pſ.1 r9:t8; 
| 2. Inc 


, C10) | 
...2+ The ſecond bar or bolt that by 
nature is upon our hearts is ſtubborne 
neſs, ' this [ticks to our wills; man by 
nature is a wayward and a ſelf-will'd 
creature, our wills are imbondaged to 
fin, and though we have a will to de- 
ſtroy our ſelves, yet we bave noneto | 
ſave our ſelves; Corrupt minds know ' 
no other law but their own luſtsz; and 
of theſe they cry out as 1/rael of their | 
Idols, Strengers bave we loved, and 
ſtr angers will we follow, Jer.2.25. When | 
Chriſt comes and knocks at our hearts, 
corruption preſently. riſes to oppoſe 
him, we will not have this man to | 
reign over us, Lak, 19. 14. But God | 
comes with his key and opens this | 
door alſo; he makes us of an unwil- 
ling to be a willing people, P/al 110.3. 
The God Fer by a a and. | 
compulſion, but in a ſweet and a.gra- | 
cious way 3 he. perſwades Japheth to | 
dwell in the Tents of Shew, Gen.g.27. 
God reaſons us out of our rebellion, 
making uſe -of that excellent gift of 
reaſon wherewith he hath adorned his 


creature, And thus debates the caſe 
with 


(1 
with. him; - What reaſon have you to 
forſake: me who am a fountain of li- 
ving water, for broken ciſterns that 
wilt hold no water? Why will you 
die O houſe of Ire! ? When all was 
well between God and you,was it not 
better-with you than now? Turn you, 
turn you therefore from your evil 
ways. Thus God treats man as a rea- 
ſonable creature, and takes the hint of 
his own gifts wherewith he bath en- 
dowed his creature. 

3. There's one lock or bolt more 
which God opens, and that is the Afﬀe- 
fions. Man þy aature cannot delight 
in God nor love him, but when God 
woes in earneſt he wins our hearts.and 
engages all our aftefions. to himſelf; 
ſo that we love nothing but Gad, or 
for God : for when once the Will js 
won, all is won. For the Will am 
other perfeftions of the Sou], hath the 
dominion over all the other faculties 
and affections, when therefore it hath 
fixt the delires, or ſome good that is 
proportionable to-the wideneſs of. the 
heart,it uſeth its liberty for the chao- 
flog 


fig of ſuch means as” are moſt; propey 


for the attaining'bf that good; and im- 
ploys all-the interiour faculties for the 
execution of thefe means-*TIn-ſhore, as 
foon as the Soul becomes ravaſht with 
the apprebenſion of that infinite good- 
ne that is in God. it's earneltly drawn 


out to deſire union with him; and par- ' 
ticipation” of hisplory. So that now | 
Gott'is the adequate objett- of all our | 


love, joy 'and idefire: /and that this is 
no other but Gods work, - ſee Dent. 
26: 6. The Lord" thy God will circumciſe 
i1hy beart, and' the heart of thy ſeed to 
love the Lord thy God,with all thy beart, 
dnd- with all thy foul, &c. But this is 
more diredtly'our next work. 
3. The third thing propoſed is to 
prove, that 'tis Gods work to open 
mans heart. He that made the heart 
can'onfy open it, men may knock, but 
there's notie;\can open and enter but 
God alone. We read inthe XFs,when 
the Exorcilts undertook to caſt out un- 
clean fpirits,the Devils anſwered, Jeſas 
we' kxrow, and Panl we know, but who 
arege £ AR.19. 15. *'Tis lo here, lon- 


ger 


>. didn. ud 


3 

get than Cod owns his meflengers; and 
ſtands by them, Sin ated Satavteibug, 
God he knows, and Jeſus he knows, 
bat who are. you? Ahvely wa 

ment of .Gods dealing with.his peop 
in this:caſe we have in:Caw5. where 
Chriſt comes bs woves his Church, and 
laysher-open, ver. 2. butfce what filly 
and finful excuſes fhemakes topuroff 
Chriſt,» ver.:3. 1 bave put off wy — 
Gow ſhall TI put it on £ But (Uhtifthadia 
purpoſe to:enter, .and thbrefans We 
read wer. 4- He put in bis band by vhe 
bole of the door, and then her heart 
was affe&ioned- towardihim. What 
this hand-or finger of Chrift, bur:she 
effticacy-of+ his Spirit, whereby be purs 
back the boult, or uofacksthe dooruwt 
her heart, befare ſhe could cone 

entertain him? \ 
 - Chriſdfirſt bores and; Gigs thorough 
the heart, and makes a-pallage for'him- 
(elf to enter, and then comes jnrand 
takes polieſiion. who 
The arguments for Sibed follow.; * | 

which the firſt is this.z -: 

Reſ.1.Our hearts by nature are all 7G 

c 


GY 
feſt by Satan, and ſtrongly fortifled a» 


thus frames his argument 5 That the 
Sirong man armed keeps the houſe till 
fironger than be comes and bind hits, 
Mat. 12. 29; Satan bath the poſſeſſion 
and will not leave his hold until he be 


ture imports, *Col. 1:13. Who bath 

livered ws from the powers of darkneſs, 
veeveero,' bath delivered us by force; fo 
ſtrong are his chains that nothing can 
break them but the hand of Omnipo- 


t 3 but Oh here is the happineſs of } 


Chriſt's redeemed, that ſtronger is he 
that is in them, than he that is 1a the 
world! Thanks be to God who hath made 
as conquerors thorough our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, 1 Joh. 4; 4. | 

Reſ.2. If Gad come into the heart he 
enters the right way, he doth not climb 

the walls, nor creep 1a at the win- 
.dows, ſuch an entrance is not for the 
honour of the King. of Saints, and 
therefore he bids us open the everla- 


ſting doors, &c. Pſal. 24. as when a 


King enters a City, the gates are fet 
| * wide 


= o 


gain(t God and Chriſt, whence Chriſt | 


over-powered 5 ſo. much. that __ 


i _—_— —_— —_— H— — — — __ *' 
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_ teth. Tis wonderful to ſee the (tr 


wide open, or thrown off their hinges, 
tocongratulate the Kings coming, and 
to ſhew their Joyful entertaining of 
their lawful Soveraign; ſuch an ea- 
trance is Chriſts. God makes no for» 
cible entry, | doth not break the houſe; 
or enter againſt his peoples will; ne 
ſweetly ſubdues us, as he that © 


, | witha key: now none but God-hath 


akey to' open thoſe doors, Rev. 3. 7. 
The Angel 10 the Church of Philadelphia, 
Oc. Thins ſaith he that hath the key of 


David, which openeth and no man fhut- 


hold,*and moſt 'impregnable caſtle that 
from outward force is free and invinci- 
blez yet 'tis but the turning of a key 
that preſently opens it, and gives en- 
trance without blood or blows; fo 'tis 
here, God oyls the lock, and turns the 
key, and the Soul opens. 

Ref. 3. All heart-work in order to 
Salvation (if it be cffeQual) is aſcri- 
bed to God. Take a few Inſtances. 

I. Gud ſearches the heart, Jer. 17. 
10. Tthe Lord ſearch the heart, and try 
the reins; he only knows it that made 
it, 


it rs ql eyes are. ikea lang 
of. fire, that pierce ta the: bottom of 
hell. The wiles apd. wickedneſs, the 
pths and deceits of this member are 
many, that the Prophet cried- out, 
can know thew 8 Jer. 17,9. 
bc but an Qmniſcient God, before 
= cyes all things are.aaked and | 
8. 
.r 2» God opens our hearts..to our | 
ſclves Co mach as we know' of them 


{avi y2, Dint$,2.. God minds Iſrael 
Grice! tedious. and tireſom travel of 

god thorow. | the Wilderneſs. forty | 
years, which was to humble. thee, and * 
prave them,ta kaow what was ia their 
heart. notthat God might know, but 
35. Aaſtin obſeryes, Textat-nt:ſciat, id 
eſt; wt ſcire nos. faciat » God trys to 
know (that Is), to. make: us and others 
know what is,jn-our hearts,. Weare by | 
pature as. great, ltrangers to ous hearts 
as Hazael, who when the Prophettold 
him.. He ſhoald burn Iſraels Cittes with 
fire, ſlay their young men with the ſword, | 
daſh 1he infants againſt the flones, and | 
rip up the women with child ; 5 Head: 
ors 


a theſe cruelties; with this ſtrange 
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ueſtion, Is thy ſervant a dog, .that 1 
bonld do this £2 King.8.12. Such; bar-' 
barous cruelties ſeemed at this time too 
odious for Hezael; but afterward the 
event proved the Propheſie true, ch.13. 
We all as little know our hearts as. Ha- 
zaecl, or the depths of our. own cor- 


| ruption. 


3. God alone melts and ſoftens-the 
heart. Ezek. 11.19; he..promiſeth to 
take away the heart of (tone, and give 
a heart of fleſh. He that turas the flint 
into a fountain; and fetches water out 
of the hard rock, -1s only able to break 
a heart of (tone, and to make it a Hz* 
dadrimmon, a very valley of tears. 

4- He comforts the heart. Hoſ.2..14. 
after he hath brought his Church 1n- 
to the wilderneſs, .then he promiſeth 
to ſpeak to_ her heart, ſuch comforta- 
ble words as no mancan (peak. W hea all 
other comforters, like Job's, prove mi- 
ſerable comforters-.indeed, then God 
ſaith, 7, even I, am he. that comforteth 
thee, &c. This is Gods propriety, 1/z. 
57.15. He alone revives the ſpirit of the 
contrite, &C. C 5.He 


5. He new-makes the heart, As 
there is no mending of a ctackt Bell; 
but it muſt be new caſt. So 'tis with 
a corrupt heart, it muſt be new ntade, 
or there's nothing done. God begins 
( as it were) anew Creation when he 
converts a Soul. So prays the pemiteat 
Pſalmifl, pſal. 45: 1o. Create in me & | 
new heart, O Lord. | 
9.4. The next thin g is to ſhew, why | 
God opens the heart. 

A-In ſhort: It is to poſſeſs it,and to 
dwell in it. God hath two Houſes to 
dwell tm; the upper houſe is heaven, | 
the lower houſe is the hearts of be- 
ltevers. 1/2.57. 15. Thus ſaith the high 
and excellent one that inhabiteth eter- 
wity, whoſe yrame is the boly one, 1 
dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him alſo that is of an bumble ſpirit. 
We may here ſtand and wonder, that | 
he whoſe nature is Majeſty,whoſe place | 
is Immenſity, whoſe time 1s Eternity, 
whoſe life is Sanity, whoſe power 1s 
Omaipotency, whoſe work is - Mercy, 
whoſe wrath is Jaſtice, and whoſe 
throne is Sublimity, ſhould yet delight 

| to 
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[ Trap in hoe. 


mY ry 
gs had. byile. Wet yu _ 
the rs drip of God, of C * 


ſtooping fo -F5ey as. tq:have: commmni- 
on with 3 1 Kzngyt Les 
it true ed Ol ih he) £ 
ill dwell in the earth 2 Lo, 
hath mare iatimate converſe wit 
believers z he indeed dyelleth not = 
Temples made yyith hands.z qo, the. 
hearts. of his people are Temples of 
the -Holy Ghoſt, ,and of. theſe he lays 
indeed, here will 7 dwell for ever 

0bj. There is one objettiqn, agall 
this- _ hr = by and 'ris this : It ſpems 
that man hath power to open. his ow 
hearts why elſe doth Chriſt Jeſus, bid 
the Church to open? in Cet.5,2. Opent 
to we my ſoſter, &c., And in Rep. 3+ 20. 
If any man gpern, 1 will enter. 

Anſ. 1 (hall anſiver in the words of 
Peter Martyr , Dicimur aperire quate- 
wut id Dens in nobis facit, new is fa- 
pit wt aperiemns. We axe (aid to open 
in _ God makes ,us to opens for be 
C1 works 


re 


£ 


Je _ = 
works all our works for-us, and crowns 
therh in us. Certun eſt nos fecere quod: 
facimns, ſed Deus facit ut facianins. 
Tis true, man mult not be idle but 
ative in this great work ( as after- 
wards we ſhall ſhew) but God ever- 
more works ſomewhat in the Soul, and 
leaves ſome imprefſion- by his © Spirit 
in the heart, which ſtirs up an endea- 


F 


to him. In that $#þ of Cart. the 
Church confeſſeth Chriſts fingers were 
firſt in the dovr, before her heart was 
affectioned toward him. Thus no man 
can come to Chriſt, unleſs the Father 
draw him. 
. oo r. And is it thus, that it is Gods 
work to open mans heart f It teaches 
then to abhor the execrable and blaſ- 
hemous invention of Free-will, where- 
the Ar minian brood take the Crown | 
from Gods head; and ſet it on- the | 
Creatures; robbing God of the glory | 


your: to ſeek after him, and to'open | 


of his own grace, who. is both 41pha | 
and Omega, the Author and Finiſher | 
of the work of grace in his redeemed, ; 
Neither will it help them to grant ot | 

20" | " 
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ly that God hath a-hand ini regewing 
- -as.a- Moral Agent; by preapound- 
ing only the goodneſs of Chriſt, and 

Grace, and perſwading us oaly-by ra-: 
tional Arguments to imbrace itz for a 

Moral Agent works no real effe&, but 
God iy. ſomething in us:the'Church 

found ſome.mirrh which Chriſt left b - 

hind him dropping from his kngers,be- 

fore ſhe opened to her beloved, Cent. 

5-5. The Apoltle |therefore--relalves 

all into the mighty:power of, Gad;even 

that power whereby he raiſed his: Son 

Chriſt from the. grave 2 Epbs, t,: 2c2 

where he prays,'that his Epheſians may 

know. what the exceeding greatneſs of 
bis power is toward them that betieue, 
actording to the working of bis weight y 


pawey. which he wrought in Chriſt when 


be'raiſed bim up from the grave Now 
did oo Ae hl wade Chrift $0. rife 
out. of. the grave.?,,no, but he put forth 
his almighty power for the. effeQing 
thereof: for could the Soul of Chrilr, 
which for a while: was ſeparated . from 
his. body , be brought agaia ta [that 
body but by the Almighty powers. of 
| C 3 God? 


you V 


(95) 
G6A7- wall the fine CE 
in rallſtng's a Sol dexd*in fin to the life 
of Grace that) wid eterred in raiſitip 
Chriſt Jekus hitnſ&f from the grave. The 
caſe Aon: this exemplified, for as'the 

” her Teaves to the'Stin, 


yetthe Si rſt fines of it; ard Warns 
ft with edayput hos 15 with rg we 
open willingly 6ur hefirts to God, - but 
= fieſt Wlers our hearts with the 
ſan-bEims of his 'Grace ; for without 
hit weecan do niocthinip. 
""Ufe2. Tt ſerves for ever 40 Tdmble 
us, to corifider that rivturil wreectied- 
heſfs wherein we were both! The doors 


of our hearts are-all fit by niture a» 


inſt God and Chriſt, fenced #tid for. 
with Rong rottup tions and” fitt- 


t 


fil 'Fefolutions tos Wy God 4rtd'his | 


Year Son; We re#Þ Joh: 40:19. bv 
Chrift firſt appeat'd to his 

after "His Reſtteretid) he came Ko. 
"the ddors were {Hilt. Such is 6ur cafe 
-when'firſt he'comes to viſit and fwaken 


pobr loft Sinners; there's no room nor | 


'entrance for him till he tmake 'way for 
himfclf, by his 'own Almighty power. 
This 


T -( 23 
This for ever ſhould abaſc us in, our 

| Hear attainments of Grace, to- con- 
Aider and remember what we were by 
nature. 'Tis ſtoried of WiJigis a poor 

mans ſon, the ſon of a Wheeler, after- 

ward Biſhop of Mentz, when he was 

advanced to the honour of that Bi- 
ſhoprick, to ſuppreſs that pride which 

the greatneſs of his place expoſed him 

to, that he cauſed ſeveral Wheels to 
be hung up about his Chamber, with 
this inociog, Memento Willigis unds 

eras : Remember //7/jgisfrom whence 
thou art, Oh that we could look back 
to the rock from whence we were hewn! 

6c. we {hould find that we are but 
the ſinful {lime of rebellious Parents 
loyns. Thus God pricks that ſwelling 
tumor of pride in 1/rael to which ſhe 
was ſubje& by her advancement, and 

bids her remember that a poor Syria 
ready to periſh was her father, Dex#. 

26,5. Whatever honours or excellen- 
cies we have received by Chriſt; yet 

the Apoſtle tells us 'tis our duty, to re- 

member that by zature we were £511- 

dren of wrath even as others, Eph.2 $. 
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Here's a holy art to make the elder "PF: 
brother Corruption'to ſerve the youn- 
ger Grace; 'a ſerious remembrance of 
our natural vileneſs may keep the ſoul 
humble in' our greateſt attainments. 

Uſe 3. It informs us of the piercing. 
power of Gods Word, however weak 
and contemptible in the eyes of carnal 
reaſon. Its ſound 1s heard in the ear, 
but its force is. felt in the heart. Pan/ 
preaches and Felix tremblesz Peters 
Sermon prickt the Jews to' the heart, 
Ad. 2.37. This was the fruit of Chriſts 
. dealing with his Church, Cart. 5.4. as 
ſoon as ſhe felt his hand in the hole of 
the door, her very heart was affe@i- 
oned toward him; juſtly therefore 'tis 
called a ſharp two-edged ſword, &&c. 
Heb. 4.12. Eliſhe' rad his ſword as 
well as Jebxz. And God hews his ene- 
mies by his Prophets; and lays them 
by the words of their mouth. This 
ſword is like SaxP's it, never returns 
empty; if it doth not deſtroy our ſins, 
it will deſtroy our ſouls. 

Uſe 4. It cautions us againſt a mi- 
ftake. When we hear that 'tis Gods 
| work 
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*work to open mans heart, we afe apt 


(25) 
to conclude that God expetts nothing 
from us. Take we heed we do not thus 


abuſe the grace of the Goſpel, God 


delights to improve his own gifts, he 
hath endowed man with the gift of 
Reaſon, and faves him as a Reaſonable 
Creature. And therefore though' all 
means of Grace have their virtue and 
efficacy from Cod, and he alone is the 
principal cauſe and author of our Sa!- 


vation. Yet God expeQts when he per- 


ſwades that we conſent. when he wooes 
by his Word that we' yield, leſt ſtriving 
with our Maker, we provoke him to 
deal with us as he did with the'old 
World, when for their contumacy and 
impenitency he reſolved, that his Spi- 
rit ſhould no longer ſtrive with maa, 


Gen. 6. 3. 


Uſe 5. The next Uſe therefore ſhall 
be of Counſel (or rather Command)tn 
the name of the great God of Heaven 
and Earth,that when God by his Word 
calls to us from Heaven, and 'bids us - 
open, that with a holy readinels we 
open thoſe everlaſting doors. To -pro- 

voke 


" 


a6) = 


voke you to which duty I ſhall add 


theſe Conſiderations. 

 Frg-1. So long as our hearts are 
ſhut againſt God, we our ſelves are 
-{hut out of all comfortable communi- 
. on with God. God. delights 1a none 
but where he is entertained: mark that 
Scripture, Rev, 3- 2C- If any man bear 
my voice and open the door, I will come 
in to him, andiſup with him. Ie teaſt 
that.man with my Preſence, my Grace, 
my Comforts; this man only ſhall know 
indeed what 45 that plenty, rarity and 
- variety which; js 4n that feaſt of fat 
things that-I have made in. my holy 
mountain. To ſfach I will make-known 
my ſelf; 1'e take them into ,my 1mbra- 
ces, feed and' feaſt them/with my Pro- 
miſes, they ſhall ſee-my face and know 
by experience what 'tis to have fellow- 
ſhip with the Father,and with his Son, 


Now pray conſider,could yau be con- | | 


tent to live a few-years in the World, 
and'to hear only what a bleſſed thing 
it is to enjoy the love of God, and the 
light of his Countenance, the ſweet 
and ſoul-raviſhing Comforts of his ſpi- 


Tit, 


God triving'to come in, while 


_ Tw) 
rit, and yet to live and die and go-to 

your graves and never know nor taſte 
any of this+ ſpiritual: ſivectneſs ? 'this 
muſt on your caſe if your hearts be not 


' Are. 2+ Conſider that God yetoffers 
to open your hearts, though we 

haps have ſtopt our ears thouſands of 
titnes, yet he once more ſtands at the 
door and kniocks.and cries, open, open. 


'Knd T'make my appeal to your own 


QConſciences (if therebe any life or refi- 
derneſs in them) whether you —— not 

the 
hammer of his Word' he knocks and 
begs'you by his Meſſenger to give your 
ict to him. Is not God at'this initant 
convincing ſome that he iv/a loſt periſh- 
ingcreature in himſelf? 'is he nor fhew- 


mg you'the incomparable excellency'6f 
'Chrift, 'ahd his al-ſufficiency tb "(fave 


Sinners 2 Oh how think 'you to eſcape 


-if you 'neplet fo great Salvation1-you 


have heard of that fearful reſolntierrof 


God apainſt the impenitent- old World, 
_* When bythe preaching of Noah a huh- 


dred years together God-had Pres. 
| ed - 


( 28 5 


ded them to repent, yet all to no pur 


poſe > what-ſays God at lalt?- Ay ſpi- 
rit:ſball not alway ftrive with:man. Oh 


when God ſtrives with us in mercy, | 


and we ſtrive with God by impenitency 
"tis fad! Wo to him that thus ſtrives 
with bis maker. 

Well, whatſoever was written afore- 
time was written tor our inſtruction. 


Tf we will not take example from the | 


old world that is paſt, be fare we ſhall 
make example tothe new World that 
15 to come, Iſa. 45. 9- 

Arg- 23- Confider to whom *tis. we 
arc to open, why 'tis to Chriſt, Oper 
to me ry fiſter,G&-c.an Emphatick word, 
and as Ezekiel's. Wheels were full. of 
| ſo is this word full of motives : 
To me that am-thy Saviour, thy King, 
thy Prieſt, thy Prophet, thy Bride- 
groom, thy Beloved, thy Brother 3 Ah 
who would not-open toſuch a one? As 
Labav (aid to Abrahams lervant, Come 
in #bon bleſſed of the Lord, why gore 
thou without? Gen. 24.31. ſo ſhou 
we ſay when he comes: to our door; 
yea, as Lot prefled the two Angels 
great- 
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greatly when they ſeemed "ſtrange; and 


overcame them with his impor 


'are ſuch, what need--more ado for 
them ? | A. There 


T_ 
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| pra 
that they-came in, Gen.19.3. fo hold 


h We. wh 


Arg. 4. Conſider Gods end in open- 
ing of the heart, 'tis to-dwell there; 
God dwelleth not in Temples made 
with hands, but as he hath choſen 
Heaven for his glorious Preſence, fo 


| he hath choſen the heart for his gra; 


cious Preſence, 1/2; 57. 16. Neither 
will God come in empty:, he bri 


Salvation and all other bleſſings with 
- him ; thus Chriſt told Zacheas, Luk. Fa 


9. This day is ſaluation come to # 
bouſe. There's nothing loſt by enter- 
taining this gueſt, where he comes his 


' Teward is with him; if Obed Edom's 
houſe were blelled - for entertaining 


Gods Ark, how bleſſed is that- heart 
that opens and entertains God him- 
ſelf? -. 
2. But ſome may objett that Belie- 
vers have opened already, and*that 
Chriſt dwells in them by Rich, and {ith 
they have good evidences that they - 


 - f. Thete are divers degrees 
meaſures of Grace wheteby Chriſt 
dwells in his Ele; and- though we 
have already opened to him, yet 'tis 
our duty to apen wider (till. Our caſe 
is like that of the blind-man whom 
Chriſt cured in the Goſpel, who after 
the firſt touch ſaw men as trees walk- 
ing; but Chriſt touches his eyes again, 
and then he ſaw plainly, Mar. 8. 25; 
*'Tis juſt ſo with the beſt - of Gads 
ints. Alas we haye but a little of 


the Power and Spirit of Chriſt at our | 


firſt acquaintance with him, and- there- 
fore we muſt evermore widen our 
hearts, and make more room to enter- 
tain him. | 

Arg-5. Conſider the many engage- 
ments God hath laid upon us to open 
-our hearts to. him. 
_- God hath opened his heart to us, he 
hath not lockt up the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel in ſecreſie > No, as we read of 
84ipſor for the love he bore to Deli- 
Lab he told her all his heart; fo hath 
God-+to us, he hath kept nothing front 
us*that may make us wiſe to Salva- 
tion. 


and 


tion- The Apoſtle tells rhe Church of 
Epheſis, That he had ſeed rthem «lf 
the counſel of God, AQ. 20. 27. And 
that the will of God war utver reves- 
led do other ages as now it is revealed t6 
us, Eph- 3. 5. 

2. God hath opened Heaven to us, 
that for fin was ſhut againſt all '4dems 
poſterity : for as Adam inning was 
driven ont of an Earthly Paradiſe, fo 
was he alſo out of the Heavenly Pa- 
radiſe; and Chriſt came from Heaven, 
and ſuffered death for us that he might 
open a way for us again into Heaven, 
therefore he is called our foreranner, 
Heb. 6. 20. Whither our forerunner it 
entered in for us. The Holy of Ho- 
lies in the SanAtuary was a type of 
Heaven, this holy place was ſevered 
or parted from the body of the Sanftu- 
ary by a veil: at Chriſts'death we read 
this veil rent 1n twain, Mat. 17. 51: 
hereby ſhewing us, that Chriſt by his 
death hath made an open way for us 
into the ' Holy of Holies in Heavens 
God hath paved us a way in the blood 
of his Son,and now we may come with 
boldneſs. 3. God 


_ £8, 1/2 37.17, his eyes to-diltreſſes, 
Exod. 3.7. I have ſurely ſeen the effii- 
Gion of my people Tſrael, which are in 
"Egypt, and have heard their cry, Oc. 
He hears his peoples prayers, and their 
enemics threats ; he hears theTailing of 
Rabſhekah, the curſing of $himei, and 
the leaſt injuries that are plotted againſt 
the guſt, ſhall not we open our heart 
to him ? WORD 
..4- He hath opened hell and the 
ve for us: We read when Chriſt 
uffered, at the. Reſurreftion many 
dead bodies of the Saints which {leprt 
aroſe with him, Mat. 27.53- to aflure 
us that he hath the keys of hell 'and of 
death, and that he will not leave the 
duſt of his Saints for. ever under the 
power of death ; No, I krow thou wilt 


not leave my ſoul inthe grave,&c. Plal, 


x6. The grave ( until Chriſts Reſur- 
rection) was an impregnable hold, and 
from thence had been no redemption, 
had not Chrilt opened it for our deli- 
verance. - 

| 5, God opens his hand to us daily 
in 


2. Godopens his ears to! our ;pray+ * | 


| 


&. 


loaden with plenty of all Goo hin 

ch vie _ wy 
He his hand and filleth mn 
living thing with goodneſs; whatever 
wants. the poor creature ſuſtains Gad 
alone ſupplys them all. Oh ſhall God 
open ſo much to us, and ſhall. we not 
open our hearts to him ? 1t would be 
horrid ingratitude, ſhould we thus re» 
quite the Lord. 

The duty though moſt reaſonable 
yet it's difficult, theſe Directions im- 
proved may make it eaſe. 

Dire@. 1. Be faithful and diligent in 
ſearching into the ſtate of your hearts, 
know- that there are a thouſand de- 
ceits that lodg and lurk in the hearts 
of 'the ſons of men. The Pſalmiſt tells 
us, That the ungodly boaſteth of his 
hearts deſire. When Solomon aſſures us, 
That the ſoul of the wicked deſireth evil, 
Prov. 21. 10. O let not your treache- 
rous hearts deceive you , pole your 
ſelves with ſuch ſerious Queſtions as 
theſe: Heart what is thy caſe how is 
it with thee, tell me faithfully, whe- 
ther thou art the old heart,or the new? 

D - whoſe 


or Satans? Art thou a dead heart, or a 
living? haſt thou been ever new-made 
or n0?- haft thou new affetions, new 
tnotions and deſires or no? tell me, hath 
Chriſt taken poſſeſion of thee or not ? 
Theſe would be cloſe Queſtions if our 
hearts were held cloſly to . anſwer 
them. Know you not ({aith the Apoltle) 
that Chriſt is in you except you are re- 
probates ? | 

2, If you find not Chriſt within 

ou, mourn over your empty hearts : 
hat a lamentation did Afary make 
when ſhe found the grave empty,when 
ſhe ſought Chrift, 4h they have taker 
away my Lord, &c. Much more reaſon 
have we to break our hearts with ſor- 
row, if upon a ſerious ſearch we find 
not Chriſt in our heart: Oh cry ont,Sin 
and Satan have robbed me of my dear- 
eſt Saviour, no tokens or footſteps of 
Chriſt to be ſeen in me. 

3-' Seek Chriſt diligently, imitate 
the Church ina like caſe, who ſought 
Chriſt Jeſus at home and abroad 5 by 
night upon her bed ſhe ſought. him 

| whom 


whoſe Image doſt thou bear, Chrifts 1 
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whom her ſoul loved, aroſe and went 
about the City and enquires of the 
Watchmen,and all to fiad her Beloved, 
Cart. I. 5. 

4. Be gleaning 1a Gods field ; the 
Ordinances of God are a ſpiritual har- 
neſs, where you may fill your empty 
ſacks, as Joſeph did his Brethrens. Ruth 
ones in Boaz's field among the 

eaves and reapers, and ſo returned 
laden. Chriſts Ordinances are like 7/- 
reels Camp, where the Heavenly Man- 
na falls. If your ſouls are ſick of love 
to- Chriſt, here he's. preſent to refreſh 
you with flagons of ſpiritual liquor far 
better than wine. Take then Chriſts 
own counſel, get forth by the footſteps 
of the flock, and feed your kids be- 
ſide. the ſhepherds tents, Cart.1.8. The 
Prophet calls the Word a hammer 3 
come under this hammer and there's 
hope of opening. Again, the word is 
Chriſt's voice, and 'tis worth our ob- 
ſervation, that the Church firſt cried 
qut; 1t is the voice of my- Beloved that 
knocketh, before ſhe opened, Cant. 
5. 2, 


D 2 2 "<” : 


5. Aﬀect your hearts with the in- 
comparable excellencies of Chriſt. We 
are all in a deep (leep by nature, and 
who will riſe and open to one whom 
he doth not know ? Obſerve when 
Chriſt ſollicited his Church, ſhe had 
never ſtirred out of that deep ſlumber 
ſhe was in, and opened to him, had 


ſhe not been thorowly convinced of 


thoſe rare endowments that were in 
him 3 witneſs that rare deſcription ſhe 
makes of him from the 10.9. to the end 
of that Cart.5. the daughters of Jeruſa- 
lem wondered ſhe troubled her ſelf ſo 
much about her Beloved, to whom ſhe 
replys, Do you wonder, my beloved is 
white and ruddy, and the chiefeſt among 
ten thouſand, &&c. 

6. Labour for Faith as for Heaven 


it ſelf; as Faith empties the heart of 


ſia, ſoit opens the heart to Chriſt: un- 
belief bolts the door againſt him, bur 
Faith unlocks it. Chriſt could not do 
many mighty works in- Nazereth be- 


cauſe of their unbelief';z away then | 


with all ſinful fears. Though we have 


them 
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many miſgivings within us, yet lament ' 


; 


(37) 
them with bitterneſs.and cry out I be- 
lieve, Lord help my unbelief. Mind 
that bleſſed promiſe, Mat.21. 22. What- 
ſoever you a5k, believing, it ſhall be 
grven you. 

7. Laſtly, get your hearts warmed 
with the grace of Love ; though they 
are cold by nature, yet beg a ſpark of 
this Heavenly fire from Heaven. Love 
is of adilating and widening nature. it 
makes room 1n the heart for Chriſt, 
read Joh. 14. 23. If any man love me, 
he will keep my word, and my Father 
will come to Lim and we will dwell 
with him. Can we poſſibly bolt the 
door,and keep out him whom we love? 
no, the love of God will conſtrain us 
to let him in,and entertain him, 2 Cor. 
5. 14. The word there uſed ſignifies 
to ſtreighten, or to keep in; but that 
is from other things as from ſin,aud the 
world,that ſo the ſoul may be the more 
free for God : Oh then that the mea- 
ſure of our love to Chit might be be- 
yond nfeaſure! this onfeTul>, if pradti- 
ſed, would do the work for all, God 
never parts from that ſoul where there 
D-3 1s 
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is but love to entertain him. 
_ Oſe6, Laſtly, its matter of un- | 
ſpeakable comfort to as many as (with 
Lydia, have their hearts opened 3- Oh 
har heavenly peace and ſecurity what 
rivers of ſpiritual pleafure and joy 
ſhould overflow our hearts as ſoon as 
God hath opened them! Hath God 
opened thy heart? know that God 
hath brought Heaven into thy heart 
now, and the ſame God will bring 
thee into Heaven ſhortly. When Ly- 
dia's heart was opened, how was her 
Joy increaſed, and her afteQions en- 
larged; we read ſhe ſought ' acquain- 
tance with the Apoſtles, the could no 
longer be a ſtranger to. them who had 
been the inſtruments of her Converſi- 
on, but beſought them — lay- 
ing, If you have judged me 'fai ll bs 
the Lord, come into my houſe and abide 
there ,, vio ſhe conſtrained us. Her 
heart could not hold her comfort but 
muſt now im@re®ſome of it to them, 
trom whom Ih@had received it? If any | 
of us have ſhared with Lydia in the | 
' Crace of the Goſpel, Wes a little 
room 
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room more in theſe narrow hearts: of 
yours. to. entertain ſome part of-her 
comforts allo. II 

B. You will tell me you would wil- 
lingly, but you doubt whether your 
heart be opened or no? 

A. For your reſolution, . you may 
know that your heart is. opened by 
God. If you find your love;and your 
affe&tions carried out to God. above all 
things, ' in Ezek. 44- 2. where the Pro- 
phet deſcribes the New Jeruſalem. We 
read the Lord brought him to.the.Eaft- 
gate of the Sanctuary, and ſaid unto 
him, This gate ſhall be ſbut, and-ſball 
not be opened, and no man ſball enter 
iz by it, becauſe the Lord God, af Iſrael 
bath entered by it. . This gate is a figure 
of the heart, which being once, opened 
to God mult be opened to nothing elle, 
We may know then that our heart is - * 
opened. to Gad, when 'tis ſhut to all 
vanities in the world, God will have 
all the heart or none , nothing muſt 
ſhare with him ; a heart poſſeſſed by 
God loves nothing but God or for 


God. 
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2. If our heart be opened to God, 


it will caſt out all finz as when the 
graves were opened at Chriſts death. we 
read they ſent forth- their dead, the 
dead bodies aroſe, as ſoon as the graves 
were opened; ſo *twilt be in a fon! that 
1s 'opened to Chriſt, it will caſt out all 
dead works, works of fin and dark- 
neſs: If Chriſt be in you, the body is 
dead becauſe of ſim. 

3+ A heart opened to Chriſt will 
ſend forth all ſorts of ſpiritual Graces, 
duties and performances : as 'tis'with 
the Earth while it lies bound up and 
frozen 'in the Winter, it's barren and 
brings forth nothing 3 but as ſoon as 
the. ring warms it with the Sun, -and 
opens it, it ſends forth all ſweet herbs 
and towers; even thus we may know 
that Chriſt is within us by the Graces 
and--gracious petformances that are 
without, Chriſt is a living root, a root 
that never ceaſes, but like 42roz's rod 
is always nag wn bloſſoming. 

4, Where the heart 18 opened to 
Chriſt all is opened, all the parts and 
powers of the whale man God ; is fo 
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entertained into one part, that he is 
kept out of none, 'tis all fuitable where 
God hath opened the heart. A taſte 
you may have in theſe Particulars. 

1. There's an open ear to hear the 
Word of God,till God hath taken poſ- 
{eflion of the heart; we are like the 
deaf Adder that ſtop- our ears to the 
voice of Gods ſweet charmers, 1/2. 2h: 
18. In that day ſhall the deaf bear the 
words of this Book, and the eyes of the 
blind ſhall ſee ont of obſcurity and 
darkneſs. (1) The blind and deaf Gen- 
tiles, ſhall 1n the days of the Goſpel be 
- both enlightned and enlivened with 
aving knowledg : whenſoever God 
commands men to return from iniquity, 
he openeth their ears to diſcipline,'Job 
26. 10. Gods Word comes with autho- 
rity and makes its own way to make 
room for Chriſt when once he hath ta- 
ken hold of the heart. 

2. There's an open eye to ſee the 
will and mind of God; we are all by 
nature as well blind as deaf in things 
that are ſpiritual, but God makes the 
eyes of the blind to ſee as well as the 
cars 
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ears of the deaf tohear, 12.35.5. (that 
15) God o far enlightens our underſtan- 
dings, that the myſteries of Salvation 
are revealed and made clear to us.Gods 
Word comes now with a Commiſſion, 
when it goeth forth it gives light and 
underſtanding to the ſimple. Gods re- 
deemed (hall never miſcarry thorow 
—_—_— Theyhavean unction from 
he holy one and know all things, 1 Joh. 
2. 20. (1) Whatſoever 1s neceſlary to 


Salvationzin lefſer errors Believers fnay 


be intangled, but in Fundamentals they 


ſhall never. If any man be a doer of 


Gods will, -he ſhall know of the Do- 
Ctrine whether it be of God, Joh. 7.17. 

3. There's an open hand to do the 
work of God, ſuch whoſe hearts God 
hath opened are not only hearers of the 


Word but doers alſo; ſuch a one ſhews . 


his Faith by his Works, you may ſee 
what ſuch a one 1s within by what he 
is without. Like Noah's Ark he 1s pitcht 
within aid without, there's grace with- 
in and grace without, he ſhews by a 
00d converſation his works in meek- 
nels aad wildom, Jam. 3. 13. 

4. Laſtly, 
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4. Laſtly, where God hath opened 
the heart, there is alſo an open mouth 
to praiſe God. This is added to com- 
pleat the work, 1/2. 35.6. God promi- 
ſes to make the tongue of the dumb to 
ſing. Such ſouls whom God hath vifi- ' 
we in mercy are not able to conceal 
either Gods mercies or their own com- 
forts ; no, they muſt ſpeak of the lo- 
ving-kindneſs of God, though it be 
before Kings. They muſt bear a part 
with Zachary, though once dumb yet 
as ſoon as his tongue was looſed cried 
out, Bleſſed be the Lord God of Tſreel 
who hath viſited and redeemed his peo- 
ple, Luk. 1. 68. 

And ſo much of the Author of Ly- 
dia's Converſion, or that great work 
of God in opening Lydia's heart ; next 
let us conſider the means whereby 'twas 
wrought, ſhe attended to the things 
which Paul (pake. 

What this attention of Lydia was, 
'18 worth inquiry, Tgooixer Tols anauuleore. 
The word here tranſlated attention, ig- 
nifies properly to give. heed, myoe5xorx, 
ſeil. animum, to apply the heart or 
mind to a thing, In 
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In the New Teſtament, the word 1s 
uſed in a double relation : | 

1/2. To things hurtful. 

213. To things uſeful. 

t. To things hurtful, in At. 7.15. 
Beware of falſe Prophets, wyeokysls, Ec. 
The ſame word that is uſed here (that 
1s) take heed that-you avoid them, lelt 
you are inſnared by them. 

. * 2, The word.:is uſed in relation to 
things uſcful, as in A. 8. 6. The people 
gave heed to the things that Philip ſpake, 
Tp%5e;y0r- Cc. the ſame word that is u- 
ſed here; fo Lydia attended or gave 


heed, or applied her heart to the | 


things ſpoken by Paul. | 
This heedful hearing is oppoſed to 
All manner of lighting, oppoſing, or 
turaing away our ears from hearing the 
Ward : ſuch hearers we read of As 
I:3- 45- The Jews filled with envy ſpake 
againſt the things ſpoken by Paul, con- 
tredifting and railing on them. And 
ſuch were thoſe bidden gueſts that 
were invited to the Wedding, that 
made light of it, Aft. 22..4, 5. Well 


then, there was both an attention of | 


the 


thi 


the ear, and an intention of the mind 
and heart in this hearing of Lydie. 

And this being the ſenſe, it offers us 
theſe three Concluſions. 

D.1, That the preaching of the 
Word is the ordinary means of con- 
verting ſouls. FIN 

D. 2. That a ſerious firm and fixt 
applying our hearts and minds to the 

Word of God is required by God of 
them that-hear it. 

D. 3. That ſuch an attention can ne- 
ver be given to the Word preached 
but by a ſpecial work of Grace. Lydiz 
might have heard Pl preach, but ſhe 
had never heard them if God had nor 
firſt'opened her heart. 

D, 1. That the preaching of the 
Word is the ordinary means of conver- 
ting Souls. *Tis true the power of God 
is unlimited, and not bound to means ; 
God could have taught the Eunuch 
without Ph:/ip, he could have conver- 
ted Par! without Ananias, inſtructed 
Cornelins without Peter, and have o- 

pened Lydiz's heart without Paxl. But 
the Miniſtry of the Word 1s that means 
which 


which the within of God hath cho- 


ſen and ſandtified for this great work, | 


This is the ſum of the Apoſtles Climax, | 
Rome. 10.14. How ſhall they call on |. 
bim on whom they have not believed ? | 


and how ſhall they believe on him of 
whom they have not heard, and how 
ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? And 
at laſt determines the Queſtion with 
this concluſion, That faith. cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God. 

To prevent any curious queſtions, 
why 'tis this : The Apoſtle reſolved all 
into the good pleafure of God, 1 Cor. 
I.2I, For ſeeing the world by wiſdom 
knew not God, it pleaſed God by the foo- 
liſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that 
do believe. 

. But ſome may wonder how ſo 
weak a means ſhould work ſo great et- 


feds ? | 


A. All is from the Spirit of Chriſt ; 


for 'tis the office, of Chriſt not only to 
.open the will of his Father, and tore- 
veal the myſteries of Salvation (which 
he doth by his Prophetical Office) = 
alſo 
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. alſo to be preſent when: the Word is 


preached, and by his Spirit to teach 


; the heart inwardly what it is taught 
” outwardly by the Word. And now al- 
: ſo he exerciles his Kingly Office in ma» 


king his enemies become his ſubjeds; 
here he lays us at his feet, whileſt his 
Word like a ſword. pierces our hearts, 
making us throw down our arms, thoſe 
weapons of fin wherewith we have op- 
poſed him ; here Chriſt gets a glorious, 
and yet an eaſie conqueſt ; for againſt 
his power there is none ſfands. 4/von 
as they hear they ſball obey, Pal. 18.44: 
Now that the efficacy af the Word de- 
pends on the operation. of the Spirit is 
evident from 4@.2. before thoſe Con- 
verts were pricked at.the heart, &c. 
weread that the Spirit fell on them like 
a mighty ruſhing wind, v.2. ceaſe then 
to wonder when we ſee ſuch mighty 

ti 


|  effefs wrought by the Goſpel, fit 


not we that ſpeak but the Spirit of 
our Father which ſpeaketh in us, Met: 
IO. 20. 
Uſe 1. Wo then to all oppoſers and 
contemners. of Preaching: and Prea- 
. chers, 


accounted the troublers of Iſrael but 
ich as are guilty of E/zjeh's crime, that 


ecd are zealous for the Lord God of 
boft, &c. who ceny themſelves to op- 


ſe that torrent of ſin and corruption 
that like another deluge is like to over-« 
run the Nation, and for this they muſt 
be fed with Michejeb's hard Commons 


QnN., 
Another ation of prophane 
and profligate Profeſſors ſwarm ev 


where in the World,who nauſeate this 


Heavenly Manna, and contemn ſound 
Dadrine, becauſe *'tis common. Ah 
we live in aGoſpel-glutted-Age where- 


in wickedneſs and wantonneſs are the 


beſt requital wherewith we requite the 
'Lord for his choiceſt Mercies. Thus 
with Je/burun weare grown fat and 
kick. | 

Oh that a people fo choicely taught 
and/inftrufted from Heaven (hould at 
laſt ſcorn the counſels of their Heaven- 
ly Father | That our Religion ſhould 
be loſt in Atheiſm, and that the prea- 
ching 


chers. Alas whoarethoſ that are now 1 


evcn with bread and water of afflicti- 


” 
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} ingof Chrilt, cxucified ſhould become 
a reproach among us. There-is vac 
Scripture that l would faſten on ng 
thoughts to prevent this. fg.1n ſome, 
which deſerves to be repented in o- 
thers, ſo Heb, 2.2,3- If the: Word (po- 
. ken by Angels 'was ſtedfaſt and every 
Tranſgreflion deſerved 2 juſt recom- 
penite of reward, how ſhall we eſcape 
if we negleC& {© great Salvation Our 
guilt. and ingratitude increaleth” with 
ur injoyments;view the compariſon in 
a few particulars. x 
1. We have a more: excelletit Mini- 
{try than they under the Law, Angels 
were Miniſters of the Law, but-Chriſt 
of the Goſpel 5 now. the thieatnings 
of Augels, it deſpiſed, were ſeverely 
puniſhed; and -ſhall , not the threat- 
nings of the $0n: of God ? For that 
rod who in fortuer; Ages ſpake nrato ns 
by his Prophets, bath in theſe left times 
ſpoken to ui by his ewn Son, Heb. 1,2: 
Well,let us hear Chriſt arguing himſelf 
from this very, Topick. The Queen «| 
the South fball: rife in jutgurent agei 
the men of this generation; foil fit; cante 
Pen E from 


(590). 
from the wuttermoſt parts of the earth, 
to hear the wiſdom of Solomon, and be- 
hold a preater than Solomon 3s here, 

And again, the men of Nineveh ſhall 
riſe in judgment, &c. Mat. 12.41,42. 
Oh what will be our caſe, who ſet not 
ſo high a price on Chriſt as that. Queen 
did on Solomon / when Chriſt and his 
Goſpel come home to our door and beg 
entertainment : *'Tis the Language of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 5.20. We pray you 
in Fikay ſtead that you be reconciled to 
Goda. 

_ 2, Thevery matter of preaching ex- 
cels that which was of old, for ſuch 
mylteries are reyealed by the Goſpel, 
as in other Ages were not known, ww 
3.5. The Law made nothing perfe& 
but the bringing ina better hope did, 
Heb.4.7. in this reſpeCt the Goſpel is 
rather called Salvation than the Law; 
How ſhall we eſtape if we negle@# ſo great 
ſalvation 2 
3. The manner of revealing the Gol- 
pel is far more clear and effeCctua], the 
Types, Propheſies, and Promiies un- 
der the Law, were dark and obſcure; 
now 
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. was cured of the Pally, Mat. 9.2 Be 


'5T- 
now" Moſes fice is unveiled; and Sal> 
vation by Chriſt clearly revealed 5; {& 
that a clearer Manifeſtation can never 
be expeted while the World laſts. 
Thoſe dark and enigmatical Mediums 
thorow which the Jews looked to ſee 
a Saviour, are now taken away,and we 
behold as in a glaſs the glory of God &c. 
2 Cor.3.18,19. 

' 4» The Ratification of the Goſpel 
was ſtronger : Their's indeed was 
Thunder and Lightning, Burning and 
Blackneſs, with other great ſigns to 
confirm it's Authority , Exod. 16.19. 
But yet the Goſpel was confirmed by 
more and greater miracles.One inſtance 
ſhall be inſtead of many, for never was 
there any that reſtored fight to the 
blind (at leaſt by his own Power, ) but 
only Chriſt: ſee the Teſtimony of the 
blind man cured, Joh. 9. 32. Since the 
World began was it not heard, that eny 
one opened the eye of one that was born 
blind. Nay, Chriſt cured Souls as well 
as Bodies; this 1s evident by that gract- 
ous pardon which he gave to him that 
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good cheer, thy ſins be forgiven thee: 


h yet that that Chriſt whom we 
preach ſhould be a ſtone of ſtumbling 
anda rock ofOffenceto diſobedient and 
unbelieving ones! who yet to them 
which believe is the only Foundation, 
that rock of Ages, the wiſdom of God 
and the Power of God! how many 
have their faces tanned and ſulliedonly 
under the bright beams of the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs; who was given as to 
enlighten every one that comes into the 
World e | 

Secondly, let us all learn our duty, 
which we ſhall comprize in theſe two 
things. 

1. To prize the Word preached, 
'and acknowledp'it to be that Manna 
wpon which God intends to keep us, 
White ( with Trae!) we are in the wil- 
derneſs till we come to that Celeſtial 
Cirmacr, We read in Eph. 4-11,12,13, 
"Gece. He when he aſcended, gave ſome 
to be Apoſtles, ſome Prophets , | ſome 


 Fvangeliſts , and ſome Paſtors, and | 


Teachers Ke: For the repairing of the 
8aints, for the Work of the _——_ 
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| | till we all meet ina perfet# man, &c... 
Two circumſtances are here eſpecially 
| conliderable. | | 
| | +< 1. When Chriſt gave us this divia 
gift -of preaching the Goſpel : 'Twas 
when he aſcended to Heaven, as Kings 
when they are crowaed give rich gitts 
to their fayouritesz So did Chriſt,when 
he was crowned tn Heaven, he gave this 
"| rich invaluable gift to the Sons of 
| | MEN> 
| 2. Let us conlider why he gave it, 
'twas for the repairing of the Sgints;; 
The Goſpel was never intended to. 
| fave all, but the Saints only : As. many 
as were ordained to eternal life believed. 
Now even the Saints have their Spirt- 
tual ruines and decays; their minds are 
clouded with darkneſs ; their Wills are 
crooked, . and their AfﬀeCtions unſatis- 
fied. Theſe are the ruines which God 
repairs by the Goſpel, when he renews 
us by Grace, and reſtores his own Im- 
agein us; ſubmit we then to the ordi. 
| nayce of the great. 'God of Heaven. 
| Though God create man at firſt 'with- 
out the- help of Angels, yet he doth 
| E 3 not 
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Bot recreate or renew his Imape in us, 
without the Miniſtry of men, AZ. 26. 
19. we read Payl was ſent by preach- 
ing to open blind eyes, that they might 


turn from darkneſs unto light, and from 


thie Power of Satan wnto God. 


2: Improve the preaching of the 


Goſpel; and know that as the body 
cannot live without Bread, no more 


can the Soul without the Word obey | 
it in all things, as well it's precepts as. 


it's promiſes: 'twas given to be adi- 
reftory to our lives, a light to our 
minds, life. to our 'Souls. Oh buy the 
truth and never ſell it, ſtudy to be 
caſt into a Goſpel-mould ! Oh that the 
Word preached to you might be a 
Word implantedin you! that we could 
fay of you all, as Pal of his Rowany, 
So we preach and fo you believe. This 
would fill our hearts with comfort, and 
make us confeſs as he of his Theſſaloni- 
ans; Though we preach the Goſpel in 
wnch- affliion, yet with much joy. O 


give us a ſhare in his glorying, that we | 
may lay, Thanks be to God that" you | 


were once the Servants of fin, but you 
have 


55. 
have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doBrine that was delivered to you. But 
we come to the next Concluſion. | 
Do. 2. That a ſerious firm and fixt 
applying our hearts and minds to the 
Word preached, is required: by God 
ofall that hear it z or ſhorter, thus, 'Tis 
the attention of the heart to the Word 
of God that is only ſaving. This is 
. that duty which is ſo often preſtand in- 
culcated in the Scripture, .Dewt.. 6. 6. 
And theſe words which I command thee 
this day, ſpall be in thy heart; and again, 
Deut. 32-46. Set your hearts tq all the 
Words which IT teſtifie againſt you, ſet 
your hearts:that is ſaith, A Lap. mentene 
apponite et attendite, apply your heart- 
and hear, &c. bodily Service; is: but 
the body of our Service, 'tis the Seryice 
of the$oul, that is the Soul of Que Ser- 
vice. This was :Lydia's attention , 
which . hath made.her name ſmell like 
a ſweet perfume in Scripture, a rare 
compound which coaliſts of theſe ſeve- 
ral ingredients. 7, uheir als: cio 
© 1. This favingattention to the Word 
implies a ſerious conſideratioa of gthe - 
E 4 things 


things ſpoken, 2 Tiw. 2.7. Conſider 
what [ ſay, e+e. Tis a rule, litters Prin- 
cipum tey- legendas: Kings letters 
oaght 'to' -be -read threetimes-over. 
Gods Meſſages- muſt not be (lighted, 
for his Word is no vain Word, as ma- 
ny did bythe Angels Meſſages. Tis ſaid, 
having heardthe Meſſages, ſhe pordered 
all theſe things in her heart, &c. So 
ſhould we, Gods Word muſt not be 
born and dy the ſame hour ; no, it muſt 
be a liviagand an abiding Word : God 
ſpake once,. bat the Pſalmiſt heard it 
twice,” P21. 67.11." Phyſck can never 
work; nor meat nonri{h anleſ$ it abides 
ſomtime in the body,nor can theWord' 
whieh is both meat \and medicine to 
24 'The- next thing required to this 
ſaving'attention is a right undegſtand- 
ing of the Word:theſe two Chriſt joins 
together, ' Met. 1 5-t0: bear ard under- 
fland.' *Tis the mind and meaning of 
God that we mult chiefly attendzChriſts 
own diſciples oftimes took offence at 
his Wotds, when upon better infor- 
mation they found them to be Vo 
. © 
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of trath and life. ' This was the fad 
cffeC(t of that precious eps Job. 6. 
3. Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son o 
- -_ bak his blood, ts have kd 
life in you. Carnal reaſon knew not 
how to underſtand this Myſterie, and 
therefore preſently ſuggeſts this incre- 
dulous queſtion, how can this man give 
us his fleſh to eat : and what a ſad etfeft 
followed on this miſtake, we read »v. 
66. From that time, many of his diſ- 
ciples went back , and walked no more 
with 'Jeſns. oh 
3. There muſt bea faithful retain- 
ing or remembrance of it; our memo- 
ries are falſe and ſlippery like hour-glaſ- 
ſes,no ſooner filled at one end, but they 
run out at the other; riven, and chinky 
veſſels that leake out the: Warer of life, 
frive we all we can to make them Trea- 
ſartes of Divine Truth, and lay up the 
Word of God in them as in a | eva 
houſe: Thy word have Thid in my heart, 
(faith the Pſalmilſt ) that IT might not firr 
againſt thee. To promote this Work 
we ſhould do as a man that hath hid a 
treaſure, he goes often and ſees whe- 
ther 
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ther it be ſafe; ſo ſhould we often 
turn in upon our memories, and ask 
them as Chriſt the diſciples, do you not 
remember the five Loaves, &c. and the 
rather becauſe we have. a dangerous 
and ſubtile enemy, who watches where 
we keep our treaſures, and unleſs we 
watch it narrowly will ſteal it from 
us. | 
4. We muſt entertain it with love, 
2 Theſ. 2.10. Becauſe they received not 
thetruth in the Love thereof, therefore 
God ſhall give them up to ſuffer {frong 
deluſions want of Love to the Word 
is the firſt ſtep to Apoltacy. See a Soul 
ſeaſoned with'this Grace of Love, in 
Jeremy, Chap. 15.16. Thy words were 
found and I did eat them, and they 
were unto me the joy and rejozcing of 
ry heart. God makes his appear to 
the Conſcience of the experienced 
Chriſtian, Mic. 2-7. Are not my words 
good to him that walketh nprightly 2 
Yes Lord, ſo good that the Soul that 
taſtes and digeſts them, confelles they 
are ſweeter than hony or the hony-comb. 
If the myſteries of the Goſpel are ſa 
{lweet 


099) | 
ſweet and ſacred,that the Angels them- 
ſelves defire to pry int6 them, how 
dearly-then ſhould duſt and aſhes love 
them! Oh that we could fay as the 
Pſalmiſt; How do Tlove thy Law? all 
the day long is my ſtudy in it. 

5. The Word muſt be heard with 
Faith ; every hearer is not a profitable 
hearer. As hearing diſtinguiſhes Pro- 
fellours from the Profane, ſo believing 
diſtinguiſheth the upright from hypa- 
crites. Heb. 4. 2. The word preached did 
not profit them that heard it, becauſe it 
was not mixt with faith: and apain, 
'Tis the Power of God to ſalvation, but 
to them that do believe, Rom. 1.16. 
Though it be rue, that without the 
Word there can be no Faith, ( for Faith 
cometh by hearing); yet withal with- 
out Faith the Word hath no power. 
As the Braſen Serpent was of no uſe to 
them that did not look on it; ſo 'tis in 
this caſe; - Look therefore nnto me and 
be you ſaved : when we cometo hear, 
we ſhould all think that we hear God 
fpeaking to/us as he did to Ezekiel, Sor 
of man eat that thou ſindeſt, Ezek. 3.1. 


Faith 


Faith is the life of the Soul : As there 
heat in a dead-mans mouth never doth 
good, no more dath the Word in a 

ithleſs hearer. *Tis Faith that makes 
every part thereof powertul and eftect- 
ual, its precepts to direct us, its threat- 
nings to terrifie us, its promiſes to com- 
fort us. Take but one inſtance in Jo- 
24h, 3.5. we read that the men of Nixe- 
veh believed God, (1) upon hearing 
Jonah his ſermon, and then they pro- 
elaimed a faſt and put on ſackcloth. 
Faith is that living womb into which 
when the ſeed of the Word falls, it be- 
comesa fruitful mother of all ſpiritual 
Graces. Jack 

6. Laſtly,toa faving attention there is 
required a univerſal obedience, and a 
hearty reſignation of our ſelves. This 
was the Apoſtles Crown and Joy, that 
his Romans had obeyed from the beart 
that form of doG&rine that they had re- 
ceived, Rom. 6.17. and this is Gods 
end ir giving-you his Word, that it 
ſhould bring every thought into the O-. 
bedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10.5. We 


ſhould take heed of hearing with un- 
circumciſed 


(6r ) b 
citcumciſed ears and ſtubborn hearts, 
The ſence of Gods mercy in revealing 
his Will, and the. Conſcience of our 
duty to obey it, ſhould make us fo 
ready to every thing that he com 
mands,that a little child ſhould lead us, 
Tſa.11:6. 

Uſe tr. Hence firſt is condemned that 
viſible hiſtleſsneſs and fupine negli- 
gence that many diſcover m this duty 
of hearing, Can we chuſe but trem- 
ble to hear that curſe that is threatned 
againſt every one that doth Gods work 
negligently, 7ſa. 48. 10. and yet alas, 
how many of us. hear as if we did not 
hear, and mind no more the word of 
life, than if we were hearing an Idle 
tale! The Church hath ever been peſt. 
ered with ſuch profefiors. God com- 
plains 'of them, Ezek. 33. 32. 80 
of man, this People come and ſit before 
thee, as my People uſe to do, &c. Oh 
hear once more and tremble at that 
dreadful ſentence which Chriſt breath- 
ed againſt incredulous and refraftor 
hearers, 4n Joh. 12. 48. He that refu- 
ſeth me and heareth not my words, hath 

one 


(62) 
one that judgeth, even the word that T 
have ſpoken, the ſame ſhall judg him. 
Sure 1t will bea double damnation to - 
be condemned by the Goſpel, yet thus 
it will be, if it be not the ſaviour of life 
16 life, it will be the Saviour of death to 
death.And whatgreater equity than this 
donot ſuch judg themſelves unworthy 
everlaſting life, that leave their hearts 
behind them when they cometohear it? 
doth not that malefaCtor deſerve to dye, 
when his pardon is ſent him freely, that 
has it read as if he were a-ſleep? Theſe 
meſſengers that were ſent by Bezhadad 
to make peace with Aheb ( when dif- 
treſſed by him ) will riſe in judgment 
againſt ſuch drouſy hearers. We read 
the men took diligent heed if ' they 
could catch any word of him that they 
might take hold of for their hopes and 
rey did fo, for when they arreſted him 
thus; Thy ſervant Benhadad. ſaith, 
17 pray thee let me live, the King of 
Iſrael anſwered, is be yet alive? he is my. 
brother: and they took hold of, that 
word, and ecchaed it back to him, ſay- 
ing, thy brother Benhadzd. 
Uſe 2. 
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Uſe 2. Attend then -as Lydia. did, 
that you may be faved as Lydia was, 
whatſoever you do(ſaith the Preacher) 
do it with all thy might, Eccleſ. g. 10. 
Judg of the importance of the duty by 
the earneſt injunction of the great 
God of heaven : ſettle it in your hearts, 
Lack. 21. 14. and why 2 for the water 
of life will run out or run beſides us, 
if wedonort hear with a holy heedful- 
neſs, Heb. 2.1. Wherefore we ought to 
give diligent heed tothe things which 
we have heard, leſt at any time we let 
them ſlip. The Greek Word wegejjvouy 
ſignifies either to run beſides, as water 
that flows beſides a place; or elſe it 
ſignifies to run thorough a thing as 
water thorow a fieve: well; the word 
preached, if it be not heedfully heard 
will never ſtay in us, but be loſt and 
run out. This is damage ſufficient, a 
loſs that is irreparable, none indeed 
like this loſs when we recerve the Grace 
of God in vain. For direCtions I ſhall 
refer you to what hath bin already 
faid, a word or two by way of mo- 
nve., 


1. To 
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ſo acceptable to God, 'that under it are 
comprehended all duties of Religion, 
Tſa-55-3. Hear and your Sonls ſhell live, 
life and death enter in the ſame way : 
As death entered into: the world by 
the ear, - by our firſt Parents liſtning 
to that old Manſlaier ; ſo-God hath or- 
dained that life ſhould enter by the 
ſame door : The dead ſhall hear the voice 
of the ſon of God, and they that hear 
ſhell live, Joh. 5.25. Oh youthat lov 


heaven, love hearing too ! | 

2. The moſteminent Saints of God 
have ever bin obſerved to be the moſt 
diligent and attentive hearers, Lxk 4. 
20. We read while Chriſt Jeſns wes 
preaching, the eyes of all his bearers 
were faſtned on him; a good way, not 
only to prevent diſtractions but alſo 


toraiſe our aftections; our hearts are - 


wily, and will give us the (lip. It is 
bur wiſdomby all ways imaginable.to 
ingage our hearts in .hearing, and lay 
bonds upon them to hold them to ſuch 
an 


rage 11s to this heerlful 
hearing of the' conſider that it F 
1s a complexive duty, a duty, which is ] 
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notice all the 


"IT he was a-hears 
10g. 


3. Conſider, that we never read of 
more . bitter complaints from ; God, 
than. when he com jammed of 


hearers. in dab 0 that my 
People wanld ave. bek ed #0.9pe, box 


hs 1a het $50 19, my years lon 

was I grieve 

ſaid; 1t-is 4 Peop Lhe in heart, A 
they : have not He ge ne | 

knew, but not Srattical their” ex 
were "uacircumciſed, = their] 

unſanQihed.  0.. fedrful judgment. to 
have £4rs that we: ſhould. not hear, &e. 
Thus God puniſhes one'fin with anos 
ther, Rome, 11.8. who can read with- 
out aſtogiſhment, er. 7. from the 13. 
v. to the 1 1.7. 1aroſe upearly and ſpake 
unto yer, but youwonld. not _ 
fore I 7 will do auto *: 8: jonto Shilo => 
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Read it thorow, 1 forbeer the _ 
cation, defiring-if eyer you remember- 
ed a Jeflon, you would remember this, 
and 'never give your Teachers cauſe 
fo compfain. Oh we have laboured 
in vain, od ſpent our ſtrength for noe 
thing! 

4- Laſtly, To, cloſe all carry with 
7s 0% James caution, be not forget- 
full 


Wide of the Word, but doers 


alſo : he hears aright (faith one ) that 
doth not,contradidt his hearing by his 
life;* otherwiſe you will be as a man 
that ſees his face ina glafs and turns a- 
way, and forgets what manner of man 
he was. 'O waſh off thoſe ſpots which 
this' aſs diſcovers! ſo hear the Word 
. that + ins may cotiform to 
il of Chriſt, Lydia's attention 
was the firſt ſtep to Salvation. Hear as 
ſhe did,”and y you will be ah as The 
Was. : 


: *'So ch Briefly of this Work of 
Grace” which God- wrought in 0 
ibg the "heart of "Lydia. Reader, bo 
Mme carry thee one ſtep farther, and 
| ew 


= ©. ..0 3: * 


1 f * 2 | 


*# + 


* : : | 
That Chriſt may BweP"v yo beet 
by faith. 


Heſe words are part of a zea- 
[ lous prayer which the Apoſtle 
puts up to God in the behalf of 

his dear Fpheſtars. | 


The prayer begias inthe 144. ver. | 


where-we find Pa#i-npon ts knees, 
begging Grace for them of the Father 
of Mercies: For this cauſe I bow my 
knees to the Father of mercies, &c. 
The bleſſings that he begs for them, 
are eſpecially two. 
1. He begs the pift of ſpiritual 
neith, that as they had begun well, 
and laid a good foundation by belie- 
ving in Chriſt, ſo they might be con- 
ſtant- in holding out that profeſſion a- 
gainlt all the enemies and oppoſitions 
which they met with, and were like to 
turn them out of the way of righteouſ- 


neſs. Thus he prays ver. the 16. _w_ 
e 


$. r7. the former part, * | 
31%: Wane 
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| be wonld give yow according $6 the-ri> 
cher of his glury;.ito be rougher 
with might by the ſpirit in theinner. mar. 

Thoſe that | ar& wholly under the 
power of corruption. are not{o: much 
troubled with perſeohtion' and-tempta- 
tion: Satan like a'Pyrate ſeldom ſets 
upon ſoul unleſs like a Ship it, be-la- 
den with the merchandiſe of. Grace. 
This was the caſeiwith theſe Epheſuers, 
By Paxls preaching they had begun 
well, building on [that rock of. Ages, 
and venturing their Immortal Souls on 
Chriſt and his Righteouſheſs. Bat . Paul 
now being in priſon, - falſe -Teachers 
were among them, vexing the Church, 
and were like to turn-them from the 
way of truth : God: had ſmitten the 
ſhepherd, and the ſheep were like-to 
be ſcattered. Now then is a time” to 
preſs the duty of petſeverance, that as 
they had begun well; ſo they mighto 
rut that they might obtain. - 

2. He begs that ſoveraign means that 
was only able to-.confirm and {treagth- 
en them in the Service of Chriſt, and 
that is Chriſt himſelf, That Chriſt may 

F 3 dwell 


(70) 
dwell in your hearts by Faith, 

pool in por bes lam the words : 

That 'Ebrift, char. is,. whole Chriſt 
in both his natures, God and Man. 

May dwell, that i 15, ſpiritually poſ- 
ſels, ſive and. work. 
' In your hearts, that is, in the inner 
man, conſiſting of the Underſtanding, 
Will and Aﬀe@ions, ' which are the 
principal and chief place of Chriſts re- 
fidence, the fort Ro ot or-Caſtle which 
Chriſt chuſeth, an above all delights 
in. 


By faith, that is, as the means and 
inſtrament whereby we receive and 
entertain him . - 

There are as many Dodtrines offer 
themſelves to us as there are words in 
fiſt Scripture. And” we might note 
_" Do@. 1. That the re 4 is the Place 
of Chriſts reſidence. 

Do@. 2. Chriſt is no ſtranger to Be- 
hevers, but an in-dweller with them. | 
Do#. 3. That Faith makes a union 

between Chriſt and the Soul. 
| "But I ſhall wave: prolixity, and bring 


my 


71 
my Diſcourſe into a narrower. model, 
caſting all into this one Concluſion. 

Dot. That no bleſſorg what foever (or: 
this fide beaven,) can be imagined, that 
we ſhould more defire thaz this; That 
Chriſt ſhould dwell in our hearts by 
Faith. 

We find the Apoſtles affections all in ' 
a flame, and he burns with zeal to pra- . 
mote the happineſs of his dear Epheſe- 
ans; he hn his knees, and caſts him- 
ſelf down at Gods feet, and among all 
bleflings in Heavga and Earth, he can 
find none better to beg for his young 
Converts than this. 

What the ſtrength of his affe&tions 
was to them you may ſce Chap. 1. 16. 
where we read, that he ceaſed. not to 
give thanks for them, making mention 
of them always in his prayers. 

Had Paul known any bleſſing better 
than this, fare he whoſe heart was ſo 
ſet upon them, would have begged it 
for them. 

\ But further, to prove the greatneſs 
of this jneſtimable bleſſing, read 2 Cor. 
6. 36, where the Apoſtle enjoyns his 

F 4 ' Co- 
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Corinthiave the higheſt'piech of holi- | 


nels upon this ground :: For what agree- 
went hath the temple of God with idols? 
for ye are the temple of the living God ; 
4s he hath ſaid,” I will dwell in thenx, 
and walk among them.and I will be their 
God, and they ſhall be my people. - 

In this Scripture we have a double 
. argument to_ prove the preatneſs of 
this bleſſing, (1) Chriſts dwelling 1n 
= ene. * 

1. The greatneſs of the duty that is 
urged from it, v. 154 Come forth from 
among them, and be ye ſeparate, &c. 
Now for weighty ſervices, God uſaally 
furniſhes his people with ſtrongeſt ar- 
gumentsz as is evident in Abraham's 
caſe, Gen.17.1, 'twas high ſervice that 
God enjoyned hitn, Walk before me, 
4rd be thou perfeF. And high encou- 
ragements God gave him, I az God 
alk-fafficient, &c. Dens jubet &+ juvat ; 
God's Commands carry ſtrength with 
them , whatever Abraham's weaknels 
be ; yet this fupports him, that the 
everlaſting arms are- under him, God 
1s all-fufficient both for the work and 
feward. 'T was 


: 
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*Twas hard work too on whieh God 
ſet Moſes when he ſent him- with a 
commiſſion to deliver 1/re:]from Ee pt, 
and ſuitable encourapements God prves 
him 3 God finds his heart low, and rai- 
ſes it to a height ſuiting his ſervice; b 
working no lefs than three ſeveral Mi- 
racles to ſtrengthen him; his Rod is 
turned into a Serpent, his hand is le- 

rous; and the river is turned into 

lood, Exod. 4.” 

2. A ſecond argument which this 
Scripture yields us to- prove the great+ 
neſs of this bleſſing is this, That Chriſts 
dwelling in us is but a ſhort abridgment 
of the Covenant of Grace, for that's 
preſently added, I will be your God,and 
you ſhall be my people. When we have 
ſummed up all thoſe mvaluable ble(- 
ſings that are treaſured up in the Co- 
venant, we have all in a little, (viz. 
in Chriſt dwelling in us,peace, pardon, 

race, glory, all is virtually compre- 

ended in this. | 

213. Again, 'tis the very bleſſing 
God promiſes the Saints in Heaven, 
Rev.21.3-where S. John ſaw the new Je- 
| rufalem 
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ruſalem coming down from God ont-of - 
Heaven, ec. - He heard a voice from 
heaven, ſaying, © Behold the Tabernacle 
of God is with men, and he will dwell 
with them, end they ſhall be his people, 
ec. Chriſts dwelling in us is but Hea- 
ven aforchand,or Heaven upon Earth; 
' if God dwell in us here by his Grace, 
he will dwell with us in glory. 

But for our.more Methodical proſe- 
cution of the point, F ſhall confine my 
ſelf to this method. 

7. I ſhall explain4t. 

2. Confirm; and, 


3. Apply it. 

For the Explication, I ſhall do that 
by anſwering ſeveral Queries in which 
 theſumof the Concluſion lies. 

9. 1. The firſt is what we are to un- 
derſtand by the heart? 

A. Not to trouble our ſelves with 
the various acceptations of the word 
[heart] in Scripture, (many of which 
are impertinent to our purpoſe) we are 
to underſtand (by heart) the Will and 
the Afﬀections eſpecially, as in the for- 
mer Diſcourſe; theſe are the ſpring 
out 


5 . 
out of which are the iſſues of life, Prov. 
4- 22. and that good treaſure mention- 
ed Mat. 12.24. But a good man out of 
the good treaſure of his heart, &c. 

£. The next thing to be enquired, is, 
what we are_to underſtand by Chrilſts 
dwelling in us ? 

A. It's a Mctaphorical or figurative 
ſpeech, to ſhew that intimacy and holy 
acquaintance that is between Chriſt 
and Believers. Chriſt is not in the heart 
as a ſtranger in an Inn, where he tarries 
but a night, but as a man dwelling in 
his own bouſe where he lives, and 
works, and rules, &c. More particu- 
Jarly, this dwelling of Chriſt implys 
thels ſeveral things. | 

x. It implys propriety, Chriſt will 
never uſurp. where he hath noYight ; 
no, he never dwells but in his own; his 
own he will never -loſe, and more 
than his own he will never take; 41! 
that the Father hath given me ſhall come 
to ay, Jon. 6.37. Satan ſhall never fit 
quiet for ever in a ſoul that belongs to 
Chriſt; though the ſtrong man armed 
keeps the houſe, yet a ſtronger than 
 # _- him- 
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himſelf- will. come and bind 'him, not 
one of thoſe that are heirs of the prg- 
miſes ſhall miſcarrys no, 7 will yanſon 
#hem from the Power of the grave, 1 
will redeem them from death, ' Hoſe 13. 
_7 | 
4- Chriſt's dwelling in believers 1m- 
plies aQtual poſſeſſion, a man may 
have a juſt right: or claim whete yet | 
he may not\dwellz Chriſt doth not 
content himſelf with a bare right to 
his redeemed ; but he takes : actual 
poſſeſſion of themz' he keeps houſe in 
their, hearts,' Joh. 14. 20. At that day, 
you ſhall know that I am-in my Father, 
and you in me and I in you. 
Furthermore Chriſt Jeſus may be 
fatd to poflefs beljevers two ways. 
1.*By -afſuming our nature, her: 
the Word was made fleſh, he dwelt a- 
a01g ws, Joh. 1:14. (1) lived and 
converſed” awhile with the ſons of 
men; yea he dwelr in us in as much 
as he was partaker of fleſh and blood 
with us. And as the fulneſs of the 
Gond-head dwelt in Chrift, ſo Chriſt 
t0 dwells in us "PI 
2, By 


p 


2. By communicating tous his Spirit. 
The Spirit:of--Chriſt is the Fountain of 
all Grace -and comfort, and by this. 
Spiritof Chriſt we have both unionand: 
communion with him, G4l.2.20. Chriſt 
liveth in me,Chrilt is10 us as a Principle 
of life and Grace. a&tive aad operative; 
he is not in the Soul'as once he was 
i the ſhip aſleep, bur: always inciting, 
quickemng' and c—_— his el 
who would! again becom:dead in fin, 
but . he ats ind cicites his own Grace 
in them. - - % | 
-. g7 Chriſts dwellingia us,! means the 
neereft - intjmacy that is imaginable z 
boo i dvreiÞ® (o 'tis in' the original; 
I will indwell in them; '2 Cor. 6.26, 
As if Chriſt- could. never -have com- 
munion enotigh with his People. Now 
this {weet and ſaving intimacy will ap- 
pear in thoſe things. - | 

1. His People ſhall know his fecrets, 
Pſal. 25.14, The ſocret' of the: Lord ts 
with them that ftar him; and he will 
ſhew them his Covenant: The faints 
are all Gyus , ferretaries; when God 
mtended that' fearful overthrow - of 
V4 Sodom 


 _ ear but carinot reac 


Soedom:, ſhall I hide from Abraham 
( faies God ) the thing that I do? No, 
Abrahan: was his friend, and as a boſom- 
friend 3 He ſhall know liis Councell, 
fuck honour have all his ſaints. 
2. He will ſpeak to their hearts, 
Hoſ. 2.14. When the hearts of Gods 
People are ſo overwhelmed with grief, 
that men and Angels prove milcrable 
comforters. They 4 ſpeak to the 
h the heartz then 
Chriſt alone doth this z Z, ever I, ani 
he that doth comfort thee, 8c. Ia. 51, 
x2. Chriſt ſpeaks ſuch things as make 
our hearts leap. Thus he ſpake to the 
fick-man, Mat. 9.2. Gor be of good 
cheers, thy foes be forgiven thee. Chriſt 
can ſpeak ſach Words as. nevet mat 
fpake, the Wards which he ſpeaks are 
Spirit and life. . Tis ſtoried. of a Peer 
this Kingdom that he dyed with 
joy of an unexpetted pardon; how 
t thenis the joy that polleſſeth a 
Soul that receives a. pardon from God ! 
Such pardoned ones are bid to be 
glad and ſhout for, joy, Pſel. 32. 17. 


And all others flatly forbid to _ 


| 


dle with this-joy, Hoſ.. 9. 1. Rejoyce 
vt; O-Tirdel, for joy as other People, for 
thou Gaſt gone a-whoring from thy God. 

3. The ſweetneſs and cloſneſs of 
that intimacy which we have with 
Chriſt, by vertue of his dwelling in 
us , - appears by this, that we 
have all-things common with Chriſt. 
Chriſt calls nothing his own that 
may do' us good :. all vur freſh 
Springs are in him, if we are Chriſts, all 
is ours, Pexl, Apollo,. Cephas, life and 
death, ec. All Chrift's offices and ef- 
ficacies, his life, death, blood, merit, 
Spirit; ' all /his advantage to us, / yea 
death it ſelf is gain to believers, Phz/. 
1.21, For me to live js Chriſt, and to 
dye is gain. The Church keeps all 
her choice preſents for Chriſt, Cox. 7. 
vis. And Chriſt beſtows all his rarities 
on his Church, | 

3. Chriſt dwelling in us implies his 
abiding or continual reſiding in us; in 
Iſa. the 57.15. God is faid to inhabir 
eternity, (1) who only is eternal; 
wherever Chriſt dwells he takes u 
his reſidence for ever ; he faith, this 


ee. Though men may. be weary of |. 
their dwelling how-eyer accommodg- 
ted bath for neceſſity and- delight; | . 
yet Chriſt is never : That's the promiſe |. 
e makes bis People, 1 Kings 6.1% |: 
1will dwell among the children of Iſrael, | 
and will not forfake my People Iiracl. 

5. Chriſts dwelling in us implies his 
preſervation of us,\every man.is bou 
to repair and preſerve his own houſe 
where he dwells, fo is Chriſt: Chriſt's 
dwelling doth not look like the houſe - 
of the ſluggard that drops thorows no, |, 
What-ever ſtorms beat on it. it ſtands, | 
aid is impregoable, That's:remarkable |. 
in"-Pſal. 6. 7.2.3. At Salem is bis Ta- 
bernacle, and hit dwelling.. at Sion ; 
There brake be the arrows of the bow, 
&c,. That place. 1s {ure of fafetic and 
protection where God dwells; as on the 
contrary, Gods departing makes way 
for-de{trution; We read that the 
Heathens have placed their Security in 
the. preſence of their idol-Gods, T4citas 
reports of the Tyrians, when they 
were beſieged by Alexander , bound 
| Her- 
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ſel. 133. "Behold bow 


it is, St. | 
t rift fe be*for } 


Sore 1 
4s our: kygyfu g ; 
vekeving Det of Som, IG | 
ever, bere will T dwell, Sel 4 
133: I4- © 1 
es Such in whom Chriſt dwells, 3 
Jorbackflidini,” OÞ him- 

@E wi be acorina is 


20d then and 
pages my 0 et 


_—_ within us? no frarof 

our title to that great and he: 
riousmmheritancejf Chrift be in' 1s, he 
will-keep both it for us, and us for it, 
Be will©preſerve ws by bis grace unto 
biz hear 9 Rivgfow, 2 Tim, 418: 


Ref. 3: 


bh Spire hall yr ove s 
we want counſel: we 
behind us, ſaying; thre 
i it. He oi wire - Codſetlar tu 
not his name i085 :01/0ur 

teſt perplexnies, - this woken ot 
wall viſe and dire vs; forhe 15 mac 


of God to be wiſdeatto his-redeemed. 
G 2 | Again, 


"WY 2 ADS - _— Fo. nr na C'S, 7 4 6. Wars If c 
| gain, if we want ome hel revive 
-S.. 4 | La» - F . {he Y 
of his contrite ones, _ | 
Ifa. 55.5. The Charchour of her'ex- 


cries out; #het bis month 'is as 


ſweer rhinge.Cant.3.16; Andthe words. 
that he'ſpeaks are as life to deſpondent - 


_ anddying fouls. hn 
""Reaſ-5. But onething more :-Chrilſt 
will 'never leave his dwelling till” he 


bring us to-a dwelling-place with him- 


_ Rf inplory.” This wasparchaſedto-its 
by his Jeath, and peed for us by 


his Aſvenſion, Job. 14-2. I go to ye 3 


ea "place for you. "No ſooner 
Cad borkes be diſſolved; - but 
bong gab gona ready to receive us 
into everlaſting habitations. | 
"Uſer. The Application follows, and 


let the firſt Uſe be of Information-And, 
 2.\\]t diſcovers the vain deluſion of 


all hypocrites and formaliſts, who ad- 
. mit Chriſt into their mouths,” but ſhut 
him. out of - their hearts; this was the 
Religion-of the Phariſees, whoſe falſi- 


ry it matters of Gods Worſhip, Chriſt | 
Telberopralibade*au.'ry; 8. Well did 


1/aias propheſfie of 50u, ſaying, this peo- 


ple 


| 
| 
| 
| 


r _—. 
| Mt: RP 1 md mth Hel 


On in OO > 


with. their 


ys, mw Pc any FT am arts for 
Pom me. 'Tis fad. when Chriſt is. neer 


 10-0ur months, - but far A PNG 


2. Learn hence next, That there 


octhngles 7.0 by giv ing Chriſ n+. 
po. yn 'S 
as God bleſſed the gn edom wk enter- 


the Ky 


tajni 


ble. 


ſo doth-be. MMP Maes 
Chriſt. ious | 


one that 'entertains. 
brings Salvation. with. = an 
lutes the heart that' receives | 
did Seehene, This days ſelogiemrowe 
Fo thy houſe. es E444 | 
3. Learn.next. what, a my £ | 
ther miracle there. is in the & Wngs. or 
ſaving Faith,ia that-it unites | (and: - 
the/ſoul, and brings them to ae { 
gether. Wonder WE mays. nt 
Chriſt, in regard of his humane.nature 
be in Heaven, and. we on Earth yet - 
Faith eafily narrows this wide diſtance 
G 3 and 


| Bulb wich 

i | $00, Joh 

If with the 63 6 cru dro 

nel it maar rn {0'the- 

Faith with the beams 

| Soba ho come from the Sun 
reve Soafack, doth Joyn and unite 

if: with Cheſt | 

2. The next is.4 "whe of Tris). If 

2 bleffin to have Chriſt 


_ Theheart ia which Chaifh dvicils 
is an-humble _ heart, 1/a. 57-15. Chriſt - 
was a Pattert” 'of hee on 


'V for 1 am meck arid low | 
ef Mt: And Chriſt de delights to/be 

ay 'In' a beat that . 15 like 

33 Miſelf," Te richer. the Ship s laden, 

the wore Water at draws, and the low- 

- er iflai; '16 *rishere'? that heart that 

carries Chiriſt is laden with more than 

FR a gol- 


60 dear * OLE oo ae P 
ore Eliſe ell, " but fi a otic 
ſays with the! -is glad hath 
| 46 loſe for Chniſt ors ith the 
Church,” whateyer p60d thing ke hath, » 
Fit only fot him, Gaby) 7:13. | 
th Jaws to: our Breth 'r 
-'vnit arother,God dweHeth in wr, 
#415, God loyes to be  whete 
INE Gar rs &, That whet - oh 
he 


port ug 


Ged-of ; "If thieh we”! find” Be 
th tmalice and hatted to- 

GN Gur brethren;*we may ce | 
place ; 
Ina 


ly e6n&lade God is horftn” this? 
TN of:God- will never le 
1sJen; We read iti tap. 9. 

on Att o_ irft  betweei 
of bj} the then of #herbem,* a 
Giri Sf Fares, cigy: and* Hh | 
is 


hall GP awell 
ther will-Cheiſt' _—_ 48 
. The heart 15a T m % bc O1 


Fe are the? Tea | les” of thi 


” 
& 4 
ful bbs" Addie th noe6E DIES" is | 
Jawful to be done in# Te few 
Mark'\ vit6:, 
veſlel to be carried Row HE Tos 
Neither will he have” the hearts of 
Neverneadlien rode for fin; no; 7 1% 
tat 51be Tenrple of Gee, bims's 
God deft®og;' 1 Cor. 2. 17. = 
Fhe heart where 'Chriſt' 4wells: | 


lives in a ſeetſubjecionto Chriſt aid 
his Laws." His tommands art not griee-" 
ous, buf biz yoke is eaſy and bis burden 
liebt ;; Chiiſt dwells n6-where ,i but 
where he 1s acknowledged and 

{carve 


Mining awong--the dead? | Chrilk. is, a. 


Spring and a Fountain,of life. to.'every 


- 


| priming Sou! :- Becanſe Llive. "ye ſhall 


: live. Now - where, there 1s life 

there is- ſenſe; dead men, nor fear any 
thing nor feel. it; . but living men do 
both 3 they. feel the leaſt gyik , and 


fear 


d//4 that / ſought. 
og So. we may. 
» Why , fevk.1.98 the 


| « 
f 


. that: when the World: ſeorns you, 
Chriſt crowns you3- when mew 'fhuw 
you, the | Son of 'God- dwells (in 
you. Surely this bl affords mat- 
ter of Spiritual” 'rg t to com. 
Soul that has: giver; Chriſt Jeſus ente 

_— Wile Ex np mired both 
Gous me an Peoples 1- 
neſs' at' roy, Yew upon this: Ns | 
2 Chron: 6: 18, it true indeed: that 
God will dwell with man on eartly! 
what, 


- 


WE 


(98. Y © | 
hat ns inJove with | 
ry | Cod dwell with man! —_ b 
—_— meet itt ed re = 1 
teous; © let 1t not: You, that» * 
your:.cxcellency is not 'coAfpicuous in Þ 
the- Worldgeye- "The Churches beauty 
15 \pithiio ; ' and; herein. ſhe is like «S 1 
beloved: Chet onal to FROws JJ 
appeatance was'-but-.a; root out jOt a. 
dry:;ground;.no form or comelineſs was. | | 
in him ; therefore he was deſpiſed..and- || 
rej of met. Yout life is a hidden | 
inthis.to the Ark, that with-, - 
out; was covered /-with' skins, ſullicd. 
add:weatherbeaten ' with ſtorms and 
; but withio, was ſtored with 
Tand rich ratities. | God ſeeth not; | 
as man ſeeth,,/ there's a time- at hand 
when God will'rurn your in-lide outs 
and though: now. you ly among the- 
[ts yet -{hall' ye be covered with: 
ee-Wings '2nd" your feathers: like- 


fe 4 Laftly ,; Be vo ta, 'the 
s Prayer, to. add .your own | 
praiſe, This is the one thing necellcxy, 


ich what holy zeal and diligence 
{hould 


= _— 
= —_ OO —_” dl. ” 


| '- Chriſt, Mal;-2: 1; The 


ſtleſs ſhould: we 
KY gs 4s | 


-A-1 ſhall only Anſwer this 
- 'and conclude. query 
' Atid hereſeveral tl > ainitbidgwe 
bork for th. gewing © riſt into: the 
heart, and the keeping of-him' there: - 
+ 7. The/heart muſt be: prepared. for 


ing of John Baptifi, faith;that he ſhoaſd 
prepare the way for hin. And Tja-ſpeak- 
ang of the ame” Meſſenger adds; Eevky 


| a be brought low, and 
_wvatly be ted axes crook 
ſhall be made plain, l,424- All" this 


muſt be done as a preparation 
As where _— are Ig expedted; the 
ways are Cleered, and-all paſſages 
got et that they may A. both 
with eaſe and honour : fo —— 
pare for Chriſt Jeſus. 
. » T./ Mountains muſtbe brought Jow; ; 
| oy is) thelofty heart muſt be aba- 
ed, and every high thought muſt ſtop 


and 


locate Tay ihfal2 4. a9the Charch 
+ deſcribed in Rev..12; with the moon 
ander her feet, and then ſhe is cloath- 
&d with the Sun' and hath a Crown of 
twelve Stars 'on'her heads - ſo muſt 
;evety: member of the Church trample 
- upon: all earthly and ſublunary vani- 
ties; and ſet our hearts on heaven, 
where our 'true Cen is. = were 2a 
difparagement to divine bleſlings/, 
-fhouldehey be beſtowed on them that 


| Frize 


akes, firenge; time," 
muſt be al lotion apes Lindi 
as turn eflde #0 
rhreatetis to head 

"Pfak. ings: 


F 4 Lally, gt yb-muſt be ele 
plat, hes off Ones muſt ſuppl &» 

> nIvy Ts il 0 Me rarer fe 
TN , 


churlifh a man pris gr 
ſac hearts are notfit for = 
by Grace ſweetens the Temper of vn 

Souls, takes off thar fietceneſt arid #t1- 
ſterity that is in them by natare;” "The 
Lion dud the Lamb by down rogetber, 
and thire's © wo * hal de or 


hurt” in ull- his oly: mount ain Tf - 


es out: Ds 


we would have: Chriſt dwell-in our 
hearts: we' muſtkeep our hearts pare; 
woe 
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rits; worſethan, 
with  Chiſf, - 
als. rather-than-Ok rh re 
wemult to comply with his commancs, 
| and. carry. our. lves.do cxatlly, that 
| ia nothing we: grieve.his Spirit, Nor 


e.:.Oh.deal 
. offend d your own 
fend bim.! ſtudy 


, —" 
; - - 
* 


toll ly, ' ; 
Ry Faith, . labour, to. prize vic 
G . - ; p G 


nd | 


= hirn. weary of. his. 'habitatiQn- - _. | 
make ue Wee Chriſt dwells.in the 
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previous {here San; 
whieh tho ereira 
fully be obſerve, : Gi r 3h op 

-1T. {Acquaint:; your ſcelyes. wi your 

ownchearts; and. you will find fyck a 
pos of infidelity. _ them, .as may fqr 
us, 
NFalrets it ſelf hath infnirely toopt 
to loſt man, , and, for his ſcourity hath 
ratified the Covenant by yy Word}his 
Oath; and Seals; yet far there j15n v7 
all by vature'a beart. af. unhelief, Heb. 
3- 12-.',99; that | upon, experience, we 
ſhall find-we are no; moxe' able by: na; 
ture' to. believe the Goſpel than tq 
obey. the Law : Alas, we fear no more 
than we feel, and believe no..mare 
than we ſee, when we come to ſeize 
on Chriſt, and take hold of the pro- 
miſe, Oh with what a faint and trem- 
bling hand do we receive them | - 

2. Labour to ſee the rare excglien- 
cy and efficacy of: Faith , what is it, 
but a Chriſtiaas life while, hei ſs below? 
without 1t weic4nnat. 'mave one foot 
heaven-ward ; whatſoeyer is nat of 
H Faith 


—_ . - 20 $8 way 
mh CHrbfheitb the Soul;ftimabits td 
with Chriſt now, an-the which that 
YMIde'by "Faith bertveen Chriſt-and | 
the Soul now ſhalVnever be diffo]ved | 
ml we'erjoy hit in! glory; 'Por'#be 
er of vv Faith is the Salvation of okr 
+: x Pet; 
Us Bind $74 ſelves to' a cotiſtant 
awd GOnſcionable: 'gttendatice to the 
Word and "Oxdlinanices of ' God, For 
Faith comes by beixring, Romi 40: 17. 
As death firſt enter by this door, fo 
doth life 3 hear 'and your'Soiil ſhall 
live, this is that Manna on which we 
riot live till we cone to Canaan: As 
Gidrotrrs' Fleece was wet When: the 
ground about 'it was dry, fo God 
uſtally' waters the” Souls of them both 
with' griee aid comfort that wait on. 
his Ordinances, when others that con- 
dem” them are-{trangers to both. We 
read in 4.153. 48. When the Apoſtles 
preached, #5 many of the Gentiles 4s 
were ordained to'efernal life believed. 
i, Be convinced of the admirable 
and 


Res anfiger x. vrne{i £48; | 
God, 19sÞis. I ho. 


| is;bow | 
toi _ CR Jelus.,, Now. ns 
range, $;, the,,mpthes gfc; 
knowledgis: the: fpundation & 
he that. will come to, God ,,uig; 
know that God/is;ayd that he is. 
ful rewarder of all that;,.come:$ 
4ntl they that know thy name #1 Bt 
thein truſs. jm. thee PR 9 AG Nh 
5.) Under all aflawyts.2nd SRO: 
ue »y0us; aver ta. Jegk yp; 
Ghriffs; Fho1s thei avhhgh. and Wal 
of; Fathz whatever [Fgace., We,., 
' forgþ 46 of him, who,; hath: LG 
treaſunes, jand-can,, giye: us Or ys | 
Grace., Whateyer,weight; ejther £ 
or: ſyftering. we, Ars, Del 
look we up to Jeſas, feb. — 
'tis ng more but look £0 him mr 
ſhall be fayed. | Ta 3 infiant 
\. 6: Lie, at Gods feet, 3n 


d 
in prayer with the 8 ather [pe ini Nor 


ar | never: 


FR n+ 54 1 aiecks: 
iy i er bet wy — 
vens '\ C | 
-'O *eouldwe! b 4 gar” 
ge to ns wi poh 
[ al-fiffiei who Wer! ts 
| Dole a 45" wr get 1 
Fa66; »thelife of Natire,we 

1# not- "for ever be denied; bur: 
"ot Talk ſee this heaveitly: bireh 

r WHhrus-'/ 16 30 1521, WIL j4 
SAntlfo thoſe bf]: if the work Bs Wit. 
ficult, the frbibw an\abunglahtire- 
flee, "Gibr] - Will-noUbe in 

ig theLotd2! hr will yever be 
Yoany' for his! enteftaiathetit; 

g/ "ehce” WA 1 quiet" our! 'Rearts, 
I Cviiſcietees, ſubduewvur dor- 

| s/ forrifle us * againſt all evils; 
ride os by his grace; till 'he bring us 
Ty ty.” What do we mean then that 
do*nor' ſtir 'up our. ſelves to' take 
h6old-of him + while Chriſt knocks let 
us ſet open the everlaſting door, &-c. 
Trivite bim/as David, Pal. 132. 8. 4- 
riſe O0'Lord, «ud come into thy Saniiu- 


ary 


de: 


arg. If Chaiſe ſem DR $67 | 
him, and ſay .as they ia. Luk. 24+ 29.. 
Abide with ns, feaſt, Nm with the beſt 
as Levi did, Lev, 5: 29-Say asthe Church, 
all our +choice-ſervices we- have kept 
oaly for thee. In ſhort,ſet up the 7/a!- 
x reſolution, to give your a 
; nor-{uffer the tewples: © 

heads to. have any __ till you Wy on have 
found a place: in your 

Lord, and an babienion aye the nigh 
God of OW 
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